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ANNUAL  REPORT 


for  No.  2 Area  for  1970 
comprising 

Axminster  Rural,  Sidmouth  Urban, 

Honiton  Rural,  Honiton  Borough, 

Ottery  St.  Mary  Urban  and  Seaton  Urban 

This  is  the  14th  Annual  Report  I have  presented.  I shall,  as  in  previous 
years,  comment  on  services  provided  in  the  area  by  the  County  Council  as 
well  as  on  those  provided  by  the  District  Councils. 

Infectious  Diseases  Notified 

1970 


Axminster 

Rural 

Sidmouth 

Urban 

Honiton 

Rural 

Honiton 

Borough 

ottery 

St.  Mary 
Urban 

Seaton 
U rban 

Total 

Acute  encephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  meningitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Anthrax 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 
Dysentery  (amoebic 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

or  bacillary) 

Food  poisoning  (or 
suspected  food 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

poisoning) 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

1 

6 

Infective  jaundice 

2 

6 

0 

. 1 

2 

2 

13 

Leptospirosis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measle  s 

Ophthalmia 

25 

5 

9 

4 

0 

2 

45 

neonatorum 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Paratyphoid  fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Relapsing  fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  fever 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Tetanus 

Tuberculosis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(non- respiratory) 
Tuberculosis 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

(re  spiratory) 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Typhoid  fever 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Whooping  cough 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

38 

1 1 

1 1 

10 

2 

5 

77 

Immunisation 

The  percentage  of  children  in  Devon  immunized  against  whooping  cough, 
diphtheria  and  tetanus,  is  a little  better  than  that  for  the  whole  country:  that 
for  poliomyelitis  is  equal  to  it:  and  that  for  smallpox  a little  poorer. 
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Food  Poisoning 


Six  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year:  of 
these  one  occurred  in  a member  of  the  staff  at  a holiday  camp.  Although 
the  symptoms  were  suggestive,  there  was  no  bacteriological  confirmation 
and  there  were  no  other  cases.  Five  cases  occurred  in  an  army  camp. 

The  symptoms  were  suggestive  of  food  poisoning,  but  owing  to  late 
notification  investigation  was  not  possible. 

In  addition  Salmonella  typhimurium  was  found  in  three  persons,  though 
two  were  thought  to  have  been  infected  outwith  the  district.  The  third  was 
a chef  in  an  hotel:  all  contacts  were  found  to  be  clear  of  infection  and  he 
was  eventually  allowed  to  go  back  to  work  after  clearance  specimens. 


There  was  also  one  mild  B.  coli  infection.  This  occurred  in  a child 
aged  two  years.  The  organism  was  identified  as  Serotype  0111. 


I am  notified,  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  & Food,  of  the  occurrence  in  animals  of  infections  which  could 
pass  to  humans.  These  notifications  in  1970  were  as  follows: 


Salmonella  dublin  in  cattle  

Salmonella  typhimurium  in  cattle  

Unidentified  Salmonella  of  the  4d  group  in  pigs 
Salmonella  dublin  in  pheasants 


35 

1 

3 

1 


(all  on  one  farm) 


Food  Hygiene 

Numerous  visits  were  paid  to  food  handling  premises  and  efforts  made 
not  only  to  ensure  that  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  were  obeyed,  but  to 
interest  personnel  and  the  public  in  the  reasons  behind  the  precautions  taken. 
While  the  standard  in  general  continues  to  rise  slowly,  it  is  still  very 
necessary  that  proprietors  of  premises  where  food  is  handled  should  look 
at  their  arrangements  with  a critical  eye  and  check  them  regularly. 

It  is  emphasized  once  again  how  important  it  is  that  food  handling  staff 
should  not  continue  at  work  while  suffering  from  gastro  intestinal  illness, 
nor  should  food  handlers  who  are  contacts  of  people  with  such  upsets  continue 
at  work.  Persons  in  charge  of  premises  where  food  is  handled  are 
responsible  for  seeing  that  this  rule  is  enforced. 


Tuberculosis 

Three  cases  (one  respiratory)  were  confirmed.  The  female  respiratory 
case  was  aged  36  years. 

The  Heaf  testing  of  school  children  as  detailed  in  previous  Reports 
continues. 

B.  C.  G.  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  is  offered  to  children  in  all 
schools,  both  State  and  private,  throughout  the  area,  and  those  found  to  be 
Heaf  test  negative  are  vaccinated.  Figures  for  these  tests  and  subsequent 
vaccinations  are  shown  below: 
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Children  in  appropriate  age  groups 
Children  whose  parents  gave  consent 
Children  Heaf  tested 
Children  Heaf  negative 

Children  Heaf  positive 

Children  given  B.  C.  G. 


627 


599 

568 

521  (including  3 new 
Grade  I's) 

36  (excluding  3 new 
Grade  I's) 

512 


Most  of  the  children  on  the  school  rolls  for  whom  consent  for  Heaf 
testing  was  not  received  were  not  actual  refusals,  and  will  be  dealt  with  next 
year.  Of  the  39  children  who  were  positive  to  the  Heaf  test,  22  were  positive 
because  they  had  had  B.  C.  G.  on  some  previous  occasion  and  5 had  been 
positive  on  previous  occasions.  There  were  thus  12  new  positives,  of  which 
3 were  Grade  I's,  the  significance  of  which  is  rather  doubtful,  and  which  are 
under  the  new  instructions  treated  as  negative  and  given  B.  C.  G.  If  the 
children  who  had  been  previously  positive  and  the  new  positives  are  taken 
together  and  the  unexplained  Grade  I's  taken  as  negative,  this  gives  a 
positive  incidence  of  2.  5%  - a figure  very  much  lower  than  the  national  average. 


Typhoid  Fever 

In  July  a lady,  who  had  not  been  inoculated  against  typhoid  fever, 
developed  symptoms  suggestive  of  the  disease,  and  this  diagnosis  was 
confirmed  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory.  It  appeared  from  the  history 
of  her  movements  that  the  infection  had  been  picked  up  in  Italy,  possibly 
from  ice  cream,  though  shellfish  were  also  consumed.  Thirteen  contacts 
were  followed  up,  but  all  were  found  to  be  clear  of  infection.  The  patient 
recovered  and  subsequent  specimens  were  negative. 

Hand,  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease 

There  appeared  at  the  end  of  May  in  the  Axminster  area,  a case  which 
was  clinically  typical  of  hand,  foot  and  mouth  disease,  and  through  June  into 
July  particulars  were  obtained  of  1 3 cases  in  six  families.  From  two 
children  in  the  first  family  in  which  the  disease  appeared  swabs  were  taken 
from  the  ulcers  in  the  mouth  and  from  one  of  these  the  Coxsackie  virus 
type  Alb  was  grown.  At  the  end  of  July  and  the  beginning  of  August  three 
cases  were  reported  in  the  Honiton  area,  and  at  the  beginning  of  October  six 
cases  in  the  Ottery  St.  Mary  district.  Of  these  last,  five  were  in  one  family; 
the  other  case,  a child  of  eleven  months,  was  the  only  one  affected  in  a 
family  where  there  were  five  other  children,  ranging  in  age  from  thirteen 
to  eight.  In  this  instance,  however,  the  family  had  been  staying  with  friends 
in  Hampshire,  and  while  there  a child  in  the  friends'  family  developed  hand, 
foot  and  mouth  disease,  so  that  the  appearance  of  the  disease  in  the  Ottery 
child  may  have  been  spread  from  Hampshire  rather  than  from  Honiton  or 
Axminster.  The  total  of  twenty-two  persons  affected  thus  came  from 
eleven  families.  The  pattern  of  family  infection  was  extremely  variable: 
the  father,  mother  and  all  three  children  being  affected  in  one  family, 
whereas  in  another  five  sibs  and  the  father  and  mother  escaped.  The 
disease  was  mild  in  all  cases  and  tended  to  last  from  a few  days  to  a week. 
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although  one  or  two  lasted  longer.  In  eighteen  cases  the  hands  were  affected; 
in  sixteen  the  feet;  in  eleven  the  buttocks;  in  twenty-one  the  mouth,  and  in 
fourteen  of  these  ulceration  took  place.  Four  of  the  twenty-two  were  adults, 
but  they  did  not  appear  to  be  more  lightly  affected  than  the  children.  In  one 
family  twins  aged  4 were  affected:  one  having  the  rash  on  hands,  feet, 
buttocks  and  in  the  mouth,  those  in  the  mouth  going  on  to  ulceration,  whereas 
the  other  twin  merely  had  ulcers  in  the  mouth. 

The  ages  of  the  cases  are  shown  below  - 
Under 

1 year  1 year  2 years  3 years  4 years  5-9  years  10-15  years  30-40  years 
1 4 4 2 3 3 2 3 

Bornholm  Disease 

There  was  a widespread  epidemic  of  this  disease  during  June  and  July 
in  the  Axminster,  Seaton  and  Honiton  areas.  The  diagnosis  was  confirmed 
by  the  isolation  of  the  Coxsackie  virus  type  Bl.  The  symptoms  in  general 
were  low  grade  pyrsxia,  abdominal  colic,  vomiting,  and  in  some  cases  a 
sore  throat. 

"Q"  Fever 

"Q"  Fever  is  a disease  which  at  one  time  was  thought  to  be  rare  in  this 
country.  It  is  known  to  occur  in  animals,  both  wild  and  domestic,  and  the 
infection  may  spread  to  humans,  though  the  precise  mechanism  of  spread 
is  not  yet  known.  The  sumptoms  are  similar  to  influenza  but  the  duration 
and  severity  are  variable.  In  some  cases  signs  and  symptoms  of  pneumonia 
appear.  Deaths  are  occasionally  reported. 

It  is  known  through  the  finding  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 
of  antibodies  to  the  organism  causing  "Q"  fever  in  the  blood  of  a fair 
number  of  persons  in  Devonshire,  that  the  causitive  organism  does  exist 
in  the  area,  though  very  few  cases  have  come  to  light.  It  was  therefore 
thought  that  it  would  be  useful  to  examine  a number  of  children  in  the  area 
to  see  at  what  age  and  with  what  symptoms,  if  any,  they  acquired  the 
infection  and  subsequently  the  resistance  to  the  organism.  To  this  end 
a survey  under  the  aegis  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  the 
Public  Health  Departments  (County  and  District),  and  the  Institute  of 
Biometry  was  begun  to  cover  two  age  groups,  viz.  4-12  months  and  4-5 
years  in  the  Honiton,  Ottery  and  Sidmouth  areas.  It  is  hoped  to  examine 
specimens  from  approximately  300  children.  The  results  of  the  survey 
will  be  reported  in  due  course. 

Brucellosis 

The  figures  for  the  sampling  scheme  which  I arranged  with  the  N.A.A.S. 
in  1967,  and  the  County  sampling  figures,  for  1970,  are  shown  below: 
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No.  of  farms 
from  which 

Negative 

Milk  Ring 
Test 

Culturally 

No.  of  farm! 
from  which 
positive 

samples  taken 

samples 

positive 

positive 

cultures  cam 

N.  A.  A.  S. 

sampling 

83 

280 

35 

10 

6 

County 

sampling 

2Z 

85 

18 

2 

2 

Two  new  cases  of  human  brucellosis  came  to  light,  both  in  farmers: 
neither  was  a producer/ retailer. 


There  were  other  cases  in  which  there  was  serological  evidence  of 
past  infection:  these  were  all  members  of  the  farming  community. 

Anthrax 

Under  the  provision  of  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Act  1950  - 
Anthrax  Order  1938 

Two  bovine  infections  were  notified.  There  was  no 
spread  to  human  beings. 

International  Certificates  of  Vaccination 

When  completed  by  the  medical  practitioners  these  certificates 
must  be  authenticated  by  the  local  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Number  authenticated  during  the  year  is  shown  below: 


Smallpox 

T.  A.  B. 

Cholera 

Sundry 

Exemption 

Total 

January 

34 

1 

8 

0 

1 

44 

February 

15 

0 

5 

1 

0 

21 

March 

48 

0 

2 

0 

0 

50 

April 

57 

0 

2 

3 

0 

62 

May 

35 

0 

2 

0 

0 

37 

June 

80 

0 

5 

0 

1 

86 

July 

52 

34 

5 

0 

0 

91 

August 

27 

0 

1 

0 

0 

28 

September 

61 

3 

31 

4 

1 

100 

October 

23 

4 

25 

0 

0 

52 

November 

46 

0 

19 

2 

1 

68 

December 

28 

0 

9 

0 

2 

39 

506 

42 

114 

10 

6 

678 

The  W H.  O.  "Vaccination  Certificate  Requirements  for  International 
Travel"  is  kept  in  this  office  together  with  current  amendments.  The  W.H.O. 
weekly  notification  of  infectious  diseases  throughout  the  world  is  also  kept, 
and  this  together  with  a number  of  other  sources  of  information  enables  a fair 
picture  of  what  inoculations  are  required  and  what  are  likely  to  be  required 
in  any  country.  Advice  can  also  be  given  on  health  precautions  to  be  taken 
in  various  countries. 
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Cancer 


Once  again  no  upward  trend  in  the  figures  for  cancer  of  the  lungs  and 
bronchus  can  be  detected,  nor  does  the  total  of  cancer  deaths  show  any 
significant  change. 

Lungs  and  Bronchus  All  Types  including  Lungs  and  Bronchus 


1964  1965 

1966 

1967  1968  1969 

1970 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

Axminste  r 

Rural 

- Population  14,  750 

7 9 

12 

8 10  11 

8 

26 

41 

39 

41 

52 

42 

37 

Sidmouth  Urban  - 

Population  12,  500 

9 6 

7 

19  5 10 

1 1 

40 

34 

45 

67 

54 

47 

53 

Honiton  Rural  - Population  7,  780 

2 2 

6 

0 2 5 

7 

23 

14 

20 

10 

14 

16 

19 

Honiton  Borough 

- Population  6,  080 

1 0 

1 

2 0 2 

2 

15 

10 

10 

9 

7 

8 

10 

Ottery  St. 

Mary  Urban  - Population 

5,  960 

1 1 

2 

1 4 2 

3 

15 

10 

14 

6 

16 

19 

6 

Seaton  Urban  - Population  4,  000 

0 4 

3 

1 3 4 

5 

16 

16 

20 

14 

1 1 

20 

16 

20  22 

31 

31  24  34 

36 

135 

125 

148 

147 

154 

152 

141 

Welfare  of  Old  People 

No  action  was  required  under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47, 
but  many  visits  were  paid  to  elderly  persons  suspected  to  be  in  need  of  care  and 
attention. 

More  groups  of  dwellings  for  elderly  persons  with  wardens  in  charge  are 
being  provided,  and  Sidmouth  has  now  followed  Axminster  in  providing  a group  of 
flats  to  let  at  an  economic  rent  to  persons  of  moderate  means.  It  would  seem 
that  the  demand  for  such  flats  is  bound  to  increase. 

The  various  voluntary  associations  do  sterling  work  and  their  activities 
will  be  most  necessary  no  matter  what  the  decision  is  on  local  government  and 
social  service  units. 

The  Meals-on- Wheels  Service  in  Axminster,  Honiton,  Ottery  St.  Mary, 
Seaton  and  Sidmouth  continues  to  be  much  needed  and  much  appreciated.  In  the 
Axminster  area  3,  355  meals  were  served;  in  the  Sidmouth  area  4,  258,  (521 
meals  were  also  supplied  to  Newton  Poppleford);  in  the  Honiton  area  4,  948; 
in  the  Ottery  St.  Mary  area  2,  857;  and  in  the  Seaton  area  2,  153. 

The  Luncheon  Club,  under  the  aegis  of  the  Sidmouth  Council  of  Service, 
is  an  extension  of  the  Meals -on- Wheels  idea,  and  is  very  popular. 

A most  unusual  case  occurred  in  August.  As  a result  of  criminal 
violence  against  two  people  who  were  running  what  turned  out  to  be  an  illegal 
home  for  elderly  persons,  four  such  persons  were  left  at  a moment's  notice 
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without  the  necessary  care  and  attention,  and  accommodation  had  to  be 
found  for  them  immediately.  The  Social  Worker  who  was  first  on  the  scene 
handled  the  matter  with  the  utmost  efficiency  and  made  arrangements  for 
the  removal  of  two  ambulent  aged  persons,  while  calling  on  me  to  arrange 
for  the  removal  of  two  who  were  bedridden.  As  the  telephone  had  been 
ripped  out  of  the  wall  and  individual  connections  had  to  be  made  for  each 
call,  communication  was  a little  difficult.  It  was  also  a rather  bizarre 
experience  to  have  to  roam  the  house  for  clothes  and  cases  while  considerable 
numbers  of  detectives  and  uniformed  police  were  pursuing  their  searches 
and  enquiries.  However,  in  the  end  all  the  elderly  persons  were  found 
suitable  accommodation. 

The  full-time  Chiropodists  held  clinics  at  Axminster,  Beer,  Branscombe, 
Colyton,  Honiton,  Ottery  St.  Mary,  Seaton  and  Sidmouth  throughout  the  year. 

Hospitals 

There  are  four  hospitals  in  the  area  - 

(1)  Axminster  Accommodation  is  as  follows:  30  beds  for 

general  medical  and  minor  surgical  cases  including  one  private  and  one 
amenity  bed. 

(2)  Honiton  Accommodation  is  as  follows:  119  beds  in  all. 

93  geriatric  and  chronic  sick,  10  maternity,  and  16  acute  medical  and  minor 
surgical. 

(3)  Ottery  St.  Mary  Accommodation  is  as  follows:  23  beds  in  all. 

4 chronic  sick  and  19  general  medical  and  minor  surgical  including  two 
amenity  beds. 

(4)  Sidmouth  Accommodation  is  as  follows:  34  beds  in  all. 

4 maternity,  2 private  and  28  general. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  from  the  area  go  to  Whipton  Isolation  Hospital. 
The  resident  physician  and  his  staff  have  been  most  helpful  at  all  times. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Co-operation  between  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Exeter 
and  the  Public  Health  Department  has  been  close. 

Child  Health  Clinics 

Child  Health  Clinics  are  held  at  Axminster,  Colyton,  Honiton,  Ottery 
St.  Mary,  Seaton,  Sidford  and  Sidmouth.  The  number  of  sessions  held  and 
the  attendances  were  as  follows: 

Axminster 

Number  of  sessions  held  - 51 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies)  - 362 

Total  number  of  attendances  (toddlers)  - 198 

Colyton 

Number  of  sessions  held  - 22 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies)  - 74 

Total  number  of  attendances  (toddlers)  - 137 
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Honiton 

Number  of  sessions  held  - 52 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies)  - 644 

Total  number  of  attendances  (toddlers)  - 292 

Ottery  St.  Mary 

Number  of  sessions  held  - 51 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies)  - 529 

Total  number  of  attendances  (toddlers)  - 859 

Seaton 

Number  of  sessions  held  50 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies)  - 45 

Total  number  of  attendances  (toddlers)  - 117 

Sidford 

Numbe  r of  sessions  held  - 24 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies)  - 238 

Total  number  of  attendances  (toddlers)  - 209 

Sidmouth 

Number  of  sessions  held  - 50 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies)  - 1,  133 

Total  number  of  attendances  (toddlers)  - 514 

Water  Supplies 

The  East  Devon  Water  Board  continues  to  extend  and  improve  its  system. 
The  Health  Inspectors  have  commented  on  the  situation  with  regard  to  water 
supplies  in  their  individual  areas. 

No  water-borne  disease  has  occurred.  Samples  from  the  East  Devon 
Water  Board's  supplies  are  examined  chemically  by  the  Board's  chemist 
and  bacteriologist,  and  while  bacteriological  examinations  are  done  by  him 
according  to  a sampling  scheme  in  conformity  with  the  World  Health 
Organisation  recommendations,  samples  are  also  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  for  independent  assessment.  Water  Board 
personnel  are  medically  examined  on  appointment,  and  in  the  case  of  all 
outdoor  staff  a Widal  test  is  included.  This  is  repeated  at  intervals,  but 
as  a routine  precaution  all  medical  certificates  for  such  personn  el  are 
scrutinised  by  the  M.  O.  H.  , who  is  also  M.  O.  to  the  Board,  and  where 
there  is  any  indication  of  gastro-intestinal  upset  or  other  suspicious  symptom 
further  enquiries  are  made. 

Outworke  r s 

Under  the  provisions  relating  to  the  Outworkers  in  the  Factories  Act, 
1937,  it  is  necessary  for  Councils  in  whose  area  there  are  factories  or 
other  establishments  employing  Outworkers  to  inform  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  of  the  district  where  the  Outworkers  live  of  the  fact  of  their 
employment. 

The  number  of  Outworkers  seems  to  be  declining.  No  problem  has 
arisen  in  connection  with  such  employment  during  the  year. 
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Mass  Radiography 


The  service  continued  to  run  fortnightly  sessions  in  Honiton  and 
Sidmouth.  The  numbers  examined  and  the  conditions  found  are  shown  in 
the  table  below.  Of  the  total  of  918  persons  examined,  349  were  referred 
by  general  practitioners. 


Total  number  examined 

stales  ...  ...  ...  ..4 

T*  e nn  ales  ...  ...  ...  ..• 

Conditions  found: 

Healed  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  

Bronchial  Carcinoma  

Goitre  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Acquired  Cardiac  Lesion  

Bacterial  and  Virus  infections  of  the  Lungs 

Bronchitis  and  Ephysema  

Abnormality  of  the  Diaphragm  

Dorsal  Scoliosis  

Farmer's  Lung  

Pleural  Thickening  


918 

426 

492 


3 
5 
2 

21 

9 

14 

1 

4 
1 
4 


One  special  visit  was  made  to  an  Institution  in  the  Axminster  area,  with 
the  following  result: 

Total  number  examined 198 

ales  ...  ...  ...  ...  169 

Females  29 

Conditions  found: 

Healed  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  1 

Acquired  Cardiac  Lesion  3 

Bacterial  and  Birus  infections  of  the  Lungs  1 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 2 

Hiatus  Hernia  2 

Dorsal  Scoliosis  3 


General 

From  my  Reports  and  the  Reports  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
something  of  the  wide  scope  of  public  health  work  will  be  seen,  and  this  work 
must  obviously  continue. 

As  most  of  the  betterment  in  health  of  the  population  has  come  about 
through  the  provision  of  a healthier  environment  and  through  the  prevention 
of  disease,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  present  uncertainty  about  the  future 
of  the  local  authority  health  services  will  soon  be  cleared  up,  and  in 
particular  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  new  area  health  authority  will  have 
control  of  the  hospital  services,  as  if  these  services  are  administered  by 
the  regional  authorities  there  will  be  no  true  amalgamation  of  the  medical 
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services,  and  with  the  already  over-powerful  hospital  services  in 
an  independent  position  the  preventive  medical  services  will  still 
be  denied  that  place  in  the  sun  which  their  importance  to  the 
community  justifies. 


R.  C.  MacLEOD, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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AXMINSTER  RU-RAL  DISTRICT 


Area 

Population 

Number  of  Parishes  . 

Rateable  Value 

Penny  Rate  Produces 
General  Rate  levied.  . 


50, 753  acres 
14,  750 
14 

£585,  043 
£2,  303 
lO/lOd. 


Deaths 

1969  104  males,  92  females  196 

Death  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  13.  3 

Comparability  factor  0.  76 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  10.1 

1970  97  males,  80  females  177 

Death  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  12.  00 

Comparability  factor  0.  78 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9»  4 

Live  Births 

1969  72  males,  81  females  153 

11  Illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included 

in  the  above  total  of  153 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,  000  of  theestimated  resident 

population  10.4 

Comparability  factor  1.31 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 3.  6 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  7.  00 

1970  86  males,  91  females  177 

8 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included 

in  the  above  total  of  177 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  12.00 

Comparability  factor  1.31 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  15.7 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  5.  00 


Still  Births 


1969  5 still  births  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  ...  5 

Total  live  and  still  births 158 

Rate  per  1,  000  total  (live  and  still)  births  32.  00 

1970  4 still  births  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  ...  4 

Total  live  and  still  births 181 

Rate  per  1,  000  total  (live  and  still)  births 22.00 


1969 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

2 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate) 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  legitimate  live  births 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  illegitimate  live  births 

1970  5 deaths  were  registered  (1  illegitimate) 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  legitimate  live  births 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  illegitimate  live  births 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

1969  2 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate) 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births 

Maternal  deaths  

1970  3 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate) 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births 

Maternal  deaths  

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age 

1969  2 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate) 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births  . 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births  ... 

1970  3 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate) 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births  . 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births  ... 


Deaths 


The  chief  causes  of  death  were: 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 
Late  effects  of  respiratory  tuberculosis 
Malignant  neoplasm,  buccal  cavity,  etc. 
Malignant  neoplasm,  oesophagus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  prostate 
Leukaemia 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 
Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms 
Other  endocrine  etc.  diseases 
Mental  disorders 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 
Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 
Hypertensive  disease 
Ischaemio  heart  disease 
Other  forms  of  heart  disease 
Cerebrovascular  disease 


2 

13.  00 

14.  00 
nil 

5 

28.  00 
24.  00 
125.  00 


2 

13.  00 
nil 
3 

17.  00 
nil 


2 

13.  00 
44.  00 
3 

17.  00 

39. 00 


1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

8 

8 

2 

1 

2 

1 

10 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

6 

41 

6 

25 
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Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 
Peptic  ulcer 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 
Cirrhosis  of  liver 

Other  diseases,  genito-urinary  system 

Diseases  of  musculo- skeletal  system 

Congenital  anomalies 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc. 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
Water  Supplies 

The  number  of  hereditaments  in  the  area  supplied  from  various 
sources  is,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  as  follows: 

Agricultural  dwellings. 


Private 

Houses 

Council 

Houses 

Commercial  premises 
and  other  premises 

Total 

Supplied  by  the  Board 

3,  099 

1,  208 

1,  053 

5,  360 

Supplied  by  Private 
Water  Undertakings 

105 

37 

10 

152 

Own  sources 

589 

7 

788 

1,  384 

Total  in  District 

3,  793 

1,  252 

1,  851 

6,  896 

1.  East  Devon  Water  Board.  Results  obtained  from  sampling  of 
water  sources  in  this  district  show  that  the  supplies  remain  satisfactory. 

It  is  noted  that  approximately  78%  of  the  number  of  properties  in  the  district 
are  served  by  the  Board. 

2.  Private  Water  Undertakings.  The  two  in  the  district  are  not 
subject  to  treatment  or  chlorination. 

(a)  Axmouth  (Stedcombe  Estate)  Supply  Class  I 

(b)  Combpyne  Supply.  This  supply  still  remains  variable  but 
the  majority  of  the  properties  previously  supplied  have  now  found  an 
alternative  satisfactory  source. 

3.  Private  Supplies.  Some  sampling  has  been  carried  out  when 
considering  the  fitness  of  houses  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts. 

Many  persons  did  not  appear  to  be  conversant  with  their  own 
particular  supply  system  and  consequently  could  pollute  the  water  themselves. 
Systems  should  be  periodically  cleaned  and  flushed  through.  The  purity  of 
each  private  water  supply  can  steadily  deteriorate  and  therefore  needs 
constant  attention. 

Sewe  rage 

Progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  towards  the  completion  of 
the  preparatory  work  on  those  sewerage  schemes  at  the  top  of  the  priority 
list,  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  the  coming  year  a start  may  be  made  on  either 
the  Colyton  or  the  Axmouth  Scheme. 

Public  Conveniences 

The  standard  of  maintenance  remains  satisfactory,  and  it  is  noted 
that  negotiations  have  been  completed  for  the  proposed  conveniences  at  Beer. 
It  would  be  pleasing  if  these  were  erected  during  the  ensuing  year 
especially  in  view  of  the  large  influx  of  holiday  makers  to  that  district. 
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General  Inspection  anH  Visits 

General  Sanitation 

Water  Supply  17 

Drainage  140 

Stables,  Piggeries  and  Cow  Stalls  12 

Offensive  Trades  97 

Caravans,  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  (Sites)  ...  86 

Litter  21 

Factories  and  Workshops  27 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments 3 

Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967  33 

Refuse  Collection  95 

Rats  and  Mice  (Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act)  95 

Refuse  Disposal  184 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  23 

Petroleum  - Inspections  and  Visits  36 

Explosives  - Visits  9 

Pet  Shops  1 

Noise  2 

Clean  Air  2 


Housing 

Public  Health  Act  - 


Visits  paid 17 

Housing  Acts  - 

Number  of  houses  inspected 13 

Visits  paid 212 

Filthy  or  Verminous  Premises 

Number  of  houses  inspected 1 

Visits  paid 1 


Infectious  Diseases 

Inquiries  in  cases  of  infectious  diseases  ... 
Miscellaneous  infectious  disease  visits  ...  10 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

Inspection  of  Meat 


Visits  to  Slaughterhouse  8 

Total  Meat  inspection  visits 96 

Knackers  Yard  24 

Visits  in  connection  with: 

Water  Sampling  26 

Condemnation  of  food  5 

Miscellaneous  Food  visits  2 

Milk  sampling  1 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  I960 


1.  Number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16: 

Number  Number  of 

in  area 

(a)  Manufacture  of  Sausages  10 

(b)  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  only 


Inspections 

7 


77 

3 


23 

3 


(pre-packed) 

(c)  Fish  Frying 

2.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  form  any  food  guild  within  the  area. 


3.  Disposal  of  condemned  foods: 

(a)  Tinned  Food  - Controlled  tipping 

(b)  Meat  - By  sterilization 


The  following  was  condemned: 


9 lbs.  Tinned  Ham 
9 lbs.  Ox  Liver 
1 cwt.  60  lbs.  Offal, 


also  the  contents  of  four  shop  deep  freeze  containers  to  the  retail  value  of 
£297,  and  weighing  approximately  1 ton  7 cwt.  8 lbs. 

4.  No  action  has  been  necessary  with  regard  to  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat 
Treatment)  Regulations,  as  no  ice  cream  is  manufactured  in  this  district. 


Number  of  Food  Premises 


Type 


No.  in 
area 


Fitted  to 
comply 
with 
Reg.  16 


Reg.  19 
applies 


Fitted  to 
comply 
with 
Reg.  19 


Number  of 
inspections 


(a)  Bakeries 

5 

5 

5 

5 

8 

(b)  Beach  Stalls 

4 

4 

3 

3 

8 

(c)  Butchers 

11 

11 

11 

11 

15 

(d)  Canteens  (Works  and 
School) 

24 

24 

24 

24 

3 

(e)  Clubs,  Licensed 

premises.  Hotels 

56 

42 

54 

54 

10 

(f)  Confectioners  . . . 

13 

13 

- 

- 

1 

(g)  Milk  Distributors, 
Dairies  . . . 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

(h)  Fishmongers, 

Poulterers  . . . 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

(i)  Greengrocers, 

Fruiterers  . . . 

8 

7 

9 

7 

1 

(j)  Grocers  

53 

47 

33 

33 

16 

(k)  Market  Stalls 

5 

- 

- 

- 

105 

(1)  Pannier  Market  . . . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

28 

(m)  Restaurants,  Cafes 

24 

24 

24 

24 

18 

16 


Food  Poisoning 

There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning. 


Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations  1966 

There  are  forty  delivery  vehicles  and  mobile  stalls  operating  from 
premises  in  the  area.  Twenty-one  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the 
year. 


Meat  Inspections  Regulations  1963 

Slaughtering  continued  at  Axminster.  Thirteen  slaughtermen  are 
licensed  in  the  district  under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  1958.  100% 

meat  inspection  is  carried  out  and  all  meat  stamped  as  laid  down  in  the 
Regulations. 

Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part: 


Cattle  Sheep  and  Lambs  Pigs  Calves 


Number  inspected  140 

All  Disease  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticercosis: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

was  condemned  ...  9 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 

affected  with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticercosis. 6.  4% 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 
was  condemned  ... 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 

affected  with  Tuberculosis 
Cysticercosis  


583  11  1 


10 


1.  7% 


Poultry  inspection 

Number  of  Poultry  Processing  premises  within  the 

district  1 

Number  of  visits  to  these  premises  19 

Total  number  of  birds  processed  during  the  year  756,411 

Types  of  birds  processed Hens,  capons, 

broiler  chicks 

Percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for  human 

consumption  0.  47% 

Weight  of  poultry  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 

consumption  10,851  lbs. 


General  supervision  has  continued  to  be  carried  out  by  a spotter  in 
the  trade  and  general  oversight  of  the  processing  and  packing  has  been 
maintained  as  before. 
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Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order  1957 

There  is  one  licence  in  force  in  this  district  and  inspection  has  shown 
that  this  is  being  operated  satisfactorily. 

Animal  By-Products 

Visits  have  continued  throughout  the  year. 

Pet  Animals  Act  1951 

There  is  one  Pet  Shop  licensed  within  the  district  for  birds,  fish, 
and  small  mammals. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949  - Rodent  Control 

During  the  year  the  following  premises  were  inspected: 


Local  Authority  24 

Dwelling  Houses  (including  Council  Houses)  . . . 228 

All  other  (including  business  premises)  160 

Agricultural  57 


Test  baiting  and  maintenance  treatments  could  not  be  carried  out  in 
the  spring  owing  to  the  resignation  of  the  Rodent  Operator,  but  the  treatment 
in  November  revealed  that  the  sewers  had  not  become  further  infested.  There 
are  only  a very  small  proportion  of  manholes  showing  infestation. 

A new  Rodent  Operator  has  been  trained  and  is  now  continuing  with 
the  work,  but  for  seven  months  there  was  no  Operator  and  during  that  period 
urgent  work  only  was  dealt  with. 

Although  there  is  no  evidence  of  Warfarin-resistant  rats  in  this 
district  yet,  people  should  take  very  precaution  not  to  encourage  rodents  by 
slack  husbandry  on  farms  and  the  careless  disposal  of  foodstuffs  even  to 
the  point  of  improper  feeding  of  wild  birds. 


Factories  Act  1961 

Premises 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3, 

4 and  6 are  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

Factories  not  included  in  above  in 

which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

Totals 


Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 
Inspections 

Number  of 
written 
Notices 

3 

3 

- 

69 

20 

3 

4 

4 

- 

76 

27 

3 

18 


Sections  133  and  134  - Outworkers 


Section  133 

No.  of 

No.  of 

cases  of 

No.  of 

Section  1 34 

outworkers 

default 

prosecu- 

No.  of 

in  August 

in 

tions  for 

instances 

list  re- 

sending 

failure 

of  work 

quired  by 

lists 

to 

in  un- 

Nature  of  Section  133 

to  the 

supply 

wholesome  Notices  Prose 

work  (1)  (c) 

Council 

lists 

premises  s 

erved  tions 

Net  makers  3 

- 

- 

- 

- • 

Brush 

Manufacturers  1 

- 

• 

■ 

Fancy  Goods  3 

- 

- 

- 

- “ 

Glove 

Manufacturers  1 

- 

Offices.  Shops  and  Railway 

Premises  Act  1963 

Table  A - Registration  and  General  Inspections 

Totals  2 

125 

4 

Offices  ...  ...  .. 

» 

1 

31 

1 

Retail  Shops 

• 

- 

72 

2 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 

1 

3 

1 

Catering  establishments  open 

to  the  public,  canteens 

- 

18 

Fuel  storage  depots 

• 

- 

1 

■ 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Class  of  premises 

Number  of 

Total  number 

Number  of 

premises 

of  register- 

registered 

registered 

ed  premises 

premises 

during  the 

at  end  of 

receiving 

year 

year 

a general 

inspection 

during  the 

year 

Table  B - Number 

of  visits 

to  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered 

Premises  - 20. 

Table  C - Analysis 

by  Workplace  of  Persons  employed  in 

Registered 

Premises 

Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of  persons  employe 

(1) 

(2) 

Offices  

201 

Retail  Shops  

302 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  

21 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  . . . 

105 

“ 

Fuel  storage  depots 

• • • • • 

• • • • • • • 

1 3 

Total 

642 

Total  Males  281 

Total  Females  36 1 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 


During  the  year  a compaction  vehicle  was  acquired  and  serves  the 
northern  part  of  the  district.  A re-conditioned  Drott  replaced  the  ten  year 
old  Drott  and  our  machinery  is  gradually  being  brought  more  up  to  date. 

The  problem  of  refuse  disposal  was  eventually  solved  by  the  renting 
of  Tolcis  Quarry.  This,  it  is  hoped,  should  serve  the  district  for  the  next 
ten  years  at  least.  The  old  pit  at  Smiters  was  closed  and  as  an  urgent 
interim  measure  it  was  necessary  to  operate  the  old  Colyton  Dump  which 
should  be  finally  completed  and  closed  by  the  end  of  March  1971. 

A new  depot  has  been  sanctioned  and  work  will  be  started  in  the  early 
part  of  next  year.  A proper  depot  has  been  needed  badly  for  many  years. 

Litter  Act  1958 

Twice  weekly  emptying  of  litter  receptacles  from  May  until  October 
has  meant  further  extension  to  this  service. 

Indiscriminate  dumping  of  refuse  still  continues  in  lay-bys. 

Civic  Amenities  Act  1967 

During  the  year  several  vehicles  have  been  dealt  with  under  the 
above  Act  on  an  informal  basis  and  only  in  one  case  were  the  full  powers 
of  the  Act  used.  Unfortunately,  through  the  shortage  of  disposal  space 
this  Act  has  not  been  pressed  to  its  full  extent  but  with  a new  disposal  area 
coming  into  operation  more  vigorous  action  can  be  taken  against  offenders. 


Housing  Acts  1957  and  1969 

Dwelling  Houses  informally  demolished  ...  4 

Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  by  informal  notice  6 

Undertakings  accepted  ...  2 

Undertakings  completed  ...  4 


Rural  Housing  Survey 

Further  visits  were  carried  out  to  those  houses  in  the  lower  categories 
shown  in  the  original  survey  and  their  present  condition  noted  to  bring  the 
survey  more  up  to  date. 

During  the  year  the  remaining  two  parishes  were  re- surveyed  and 
premises  re-categorised.  The  original  survey  consisted  of  over  2,  000 
houses  in  the  district  of  which  142  were  placed  in  the  demolition  categories. 

Re -inspection  and  further  survey  have  resulted  in  285  houses  being  dealt 
with  as  Undertakings  not  to  re-let.  Closing  Orders,  or  Demolition  Orders  - 
which  is  12%  of  the  original  total. 

Naturally  the  condition  of  houses  is  subject  to  change  and  no  doubt 
a few  houses  originally  in  Category  2 may  drop  into  the  lower  categories. 

Arising  from  554  Official  Searches,  43  properties  were  revealed  in 
the  lower  categories.  Owners  availed  themselves  of  the  information  regarding 
the  defects  and  were  encouraged,  sometimes  by  Improvement  Grant,  to  raise 
the  condition  of  the  property  to  a higher  category. 
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Housing 

Sixty-eight  private  dwellings  and  eleven  council  houses  were  completed 
during  the  year  within  the  district. 

Improvement  Grants 

Six  Discretionary  Grants  and  forty  Standard  Grants  were  approved 
involving  a total  grant  value  of  £12,  342;  these  were  dealt  with  by  the 
Surveyor's  Department. 

Caravans  and  Camping 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  I960 
Public  Health  Act  1936 

In  1970  there  were  in  use  at  peak  of  season; 


Residential  Caravans  22 

Static  Holiday  Caravans  400 

Touring  Caravans  79 

Organised  Tents  53 

Casual  Tents  131 

Motorised  - e.  g.  Dormobile  5 

Holiday  Chalet  1 


There  are  four  main  licensed  caravan  sites  and  two  camping  sites 
within  the  district  which  are  regularly  inspected.  There  is  also  one  small 
residential  site. 

Furthermore,  there  are  six  sites  possessing  Exemption  Certificates 
under  Paragraph  5 issued  by  the  Caravan  Club  and  the  Camping  Club. 
Whenever  inspections  were  carried  out,  these  sites  were  found  to  be  operating 
satisfactorily. 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act  1964 

There  is  one  dealer  operating  from  a store  and  one  itinerant 
collector  registered  under  the  above  Act. 

Explosives 

During  the  year  the  administrative  work  in  connection  with  the 
Explosives  Acts  1875  and  1923  was  carried  out. 

The  number  licensed  was: 

(a)  for  the  keeping  of  Mixed  Explosives  9 

(b)  for  the  keeping  of  Cartridges  2 


Petroleum 

Petroleum  (Mixtures)  Order  1929 
Petroleum  (Regulations)  Act  1928  and  1936 

The  inspection  and  annual  licensing  of  all  statutory  installations 
covering  63  storage  sites  for  petrol  and  13  petroleum  mixtures  was  dealt 
with. 
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Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act  1963 


Two  establishments  have  been  re-licensed,  providing  adequate 
and  satisfactory  accommodation  for  the  boarding  of  43  dogs  and  13  cats. 
Re-visits  have  shown  that  they  have  been  maintained  and  well  run. 

Public  Health  Act  1936 

Sections  of  this  Act  have  been  revised  or  repealed  together  with 
subsequent  Acts  and  Regulations,  and  it  may  be  that  those  portions  of  the 
Act  which  have  not  been  dealt  with  require  amendment.  I refer  mainly  to 
those  Sections  which  deal  with  Offensive  Trades  and  with  Tents,  Vans  and 
Sheds,  etc.,  used  for  human  habitation. 

In  the  case  of  Offensive  Trades,  I would  have  thought  that  any 
licence  granted  ought  to  put  a ceiling  on  through-put,  as  this  obviously 
affects  the  degree  of  nuisance,  if  any,  caused.  Codes  of  Practice  might 
also  be  essential. 

General  Remarks 

This  year  was  European  Conservation  Year,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  speeches  and  writings  of  the  many  distinguished  persons  who  have 
displayed  an  interest  in  conservation  may  have  spread  a similar  interest 
more  widely,  though  it  appears  doubtful  whether  any  substantial  impact 
was  made  on  the  unenlightened  portion  of  our  society.  A Department  of 
Environment  has  been  created  and  is  empowered  to  consider  all  aspects 
of  conservation,  but  the  individual  must  be  brought  to  realize  that  a 
personal  effort  is  required  from  him. 

A leading  part  should  be  given  to  the  health  education  of  the  younger 
age  groups. 


L.H.  WHITE,  MJR.S.H. 
Public  Health  Inspector 
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SIDMOUTH  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Area 11,  475  acres 

Population 12,  500 

Rateable  Value.  . £661,  399 

Penny  Rate  produces £2,  635 

General  Rate  levied 14s. 


Deaths 

1969  116  males,  136  females  252 

Death  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  20.  7 

Comparability  factor  0. 44 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  9.  1 

1970  132  males,  115  females  247 

Death  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  19.  8 

Comparability  factor  0. 42 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  8.3 

Live  Births 

1969  63  males,  57  females  ■ 120 

13  illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included  in 

the  above  total  of  120 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  9.  9 

Comparability  factor  1.90 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  18.8 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  ...  1 1. 00 

1970  42  males,  46  females  88 

8 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included  in 

the  above  total  of  88 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  7.  00 

Comparability  factor  2.  08 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  14.6 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  ...  9.  00 

Still  Births 

1969  1 still  birth  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  1 

Total  live  and  still  births  121 

Rate  per  1,  000  total  (live  and  still)  births  8.  00 

1970  1 still  birth  was  registered  (1  illegitimate)  1 

Total  live  and  still  births  89 

Rate  per  1,  000  total  (live  and  still)  births  11.00 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

1969  1 death  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  1 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births  8.00 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  legitimate  live  births  ...  9.  00 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  illegitimate  live  births  nil 

1970  3 deaths  were  registered  (1  illegitimate)  3 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births  34.  00 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  legitimate  live  births  . . . 25.  00 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  illegitimate  live  births  125.  00 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

1969  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  ... 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births 
Maternal  deaths 

1970  2 deaths  were  registered  (1  illegitimate)  ... 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births 
Maternal  deaths 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age 

1969  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  ... 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births 

1970  2 deaths  were  registered  (1  illegitimate)  ... 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births 

Deaths 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were: 


Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  oesophagus  3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine  7 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  prostate  6 

Other  malignant  neoplasms  I6 

Diabetes  mellitus  4 

Avitaminoses,  etc.  1 

Other  endocrine,  etc.  diseases  1 

Anaemias  2 

Mental  disorders  1 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system  3 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease  . 4 

Hypertensive  disease  3 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  62 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease  9 

Cerebrovascular  disease  41 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  17 


0 

. nil 
. nil 
2 

. 23.00 

. nil 


. . . 0 
. . . nil 
...  8.00 
...  2 
...  23. 00 

. . . 34.  00 
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Influenza  ...  4 

Pneumonia  13 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  9 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  2 

Peptic  ulcer  2 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia  2 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  1 

Diseases  of  musculo- skeletal  system  2 

Congenital  anomalies  1 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc.  1 

Symptoms  and  ill  defined  conditions  2 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  1 

All  other  accidents  4 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries  2 


247 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 

The  routine  work  of  the  department  continued  satisfactorily  during 
the  year,  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Tawse  gave  his  able  assistance  in  carrying  out  the 
duties  which  are  summarised  as  follows: 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Food  Poisoning 

Two  cases  of  Salmonella  infection  came  to  light  from  laboratory 
examination  of  specimens  of  patients  taken  by  general  practitioners.  In 
neither  case  were  the  symptoms  typical  of  food  poisoning  and  the  persons 
concerned  were  obviously  harbouring  the  organism  without  actually  suffering 
from  an  acute  illness.  One  of  the  persons  concerned  was  a food  worker  in 
an  hotel,  and  this  necessitated  his  exclusion  from  duty  until  cleared  and 
numerous  bacteriological  examinations  of  specimens  from  family  and  food 
worker  contacts,  all  of  which  proved  negative. 

Another  case  of  illness  in  a food  worker  was  investigated,  and  it  was 
concluded  that  it  was  due  to  virus  infection  which  had  already  affected  another 
member  of  the  family. 

There  was  an  incident  of  illness  with  food  poisoning  symptoms  in 
which  nine  people  were  affected  shortly  after  attending  a wedding  reception 
at  an  hotel.  Laboratory  examination  of  numerous  specimens  all  proved 
negative,  and  it  is  thought  that  the  illness  was  in  fact  due  to  a virus 
infection. 

International  Certificates  of  Vaccination 

These  are  usually  sent  to  the  M.O.H.  for  authentication,  but  when 
time  is  short  a number  are  stamped  at  the  Council  Offices  in  Sidmouth.  The 
following  are  the  numbers  so  dealt  with: 

Smallpox  62  T.A.B.  5 Cholera  37 

Water  Supplies 

The  Chief  Engineer  of  the  East  Devon  Water  Board  provided  a copy 
of  his  report  which  gives  information  on  bacteriological  analyses  of  samples 
taken  throughout  the  year  as  well  as  general  data  on  supplies.  The 
following  parts  relating  to  the  Sidmouth  Urban  District  area  have  been 
extracted  from  the  report: 


Percentage 

of 

Total  No. 

No.  showing 

No.  showing 

samples  free 

of 

samples 

coliforms 

E.  Coli 

from 

. , , examined 

Sidmouth 

in  1 00  ml. 

in  1 00  ml. 

Coliforms 

E.  Coli 

A rea 

(a)  At  source 
of  supply 

(b)  In  distribu- 

80 

1 

1 

98.  8% 

98.  8% 

tion  system 

139 

0 

0 

100.  0% 

100.  0% 

Sidford  Area 

Bur  scombe 
Springs  (Farm 
Supply  now 
terminated) 

38 

18 

12 

52.  7% 

68.  4% 
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"With  the  exception  of  the  Burscombe  Springs  source,  the  preceHing 
bacteriological  analyses  indicate  that  the  public  water  supply  has  been 
adequate  at  all  times,  and  that  the  water  quality  is  well  within  the 
bacteriological  standards  set  out  in  the  1970  European  Standards  for  Drinking 
Water. 


"In  the  case  of  the  Burscombe  Springs  source  which  provided  a supply 
for  two  farms  only,  it  was  found  that  the  simple  chlorination  treatment  plant 
was  inadequate  to  deal  with  the  intermittently  poor  quality  water  from  this 
source  following  heavy  rainfall.  Consequently  new  mains  have  been  laid 
to  bring  an  alternative  supply  from  the  general  distribution  system  and  the 
spring  source  has  now  been  disused. 

"The  spring  source  in  the  Sid  Valley,  the  water  of  which  are  soft, 
acidic  and  therefore  exhibit  a high  degree  of  plumbo  and  cupro- solvent 
action,  have  been  taken  out  of  use  and  replaced  by  moderately  hard  borehole 
water  pending  the  construction  of  a treatment  plant.  " 

Private  Supplies 

With  the  provision  of  the  mains  source  at  Burscombe 
described  above,  the  number  of  properties  with  private  supplies  was  reduced 
by  two.  (See  Appendix  'A'). 

A few  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  and 
chemical  analysis.  In  one  case  the  bacteriological  analysis  gave 
unsatisfactory  results  and,  since  it  was  not  practicable  to  provide  an 
alternative  supply,  a sterilising  filter  was  installed. 

One  chemical  analysis  carried  out  showed  a slightly 
higher  than  recommended  content  of  copper  in  the  supply.  It  was  possible 
however,  at  very  reasonable  expense,  to  install  alkathene  pipes  to  replace 
copper,  and  the  supply  is  now  satisfactory. 

Sewerage 

There  were  further  delays  in  the  scheme  for  the  larger 
sewer  system  arising  from  technical  queries  raised  by  the  Ministry.  The 
Surveyor  was  consequently  involved  in  a lot  of  additional  time  consuming  work 
which  was  completed  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  From  a recent  visit 
which  the  Surveyor  made  to  the  Ministry,  it  seems  that  the  outstanding 
matters  have  been  cleared  up. 

Sewage  Disposal 

The  Ministry  approved  the  proposed  Bio-Disc  plant  for 
Salcombe  Regis  and  authorised  loan  sanction.  The  plant  is  on  order  and 
delivery  should  take  place  by  about  mid  1971,  and  work  on  construction 
and  installation  is  expected  to  start  in  the  spring. 

Refuse  Disposal 

Early  in  the  year  Mr.  Richardson,  Cleansing  Manager,  Bristol, 
visited  Sidmouth  at  the  Surveyor's  request  to  give  advice  on  possibilities 
at  our  tip,  in  the  hope  of  achieving  a completely  controlled  tipping 
arrangement. 


27 


In  a report  which  he  made,  Mr.  Richardson  advised  that  the  only- 
feasible  way  to  arrive  at  a completely  controlled  tipping  routine  was  to  open 
an  access  to  the  foot  of  the  goyle,  and  work  up  from  there  tipping  and 
covering.  It  was  also  suggested  that  in  view  of  the  capital  cost  which  would 
be  involved  in  providing  an  access,  it  would  be  worth  while  investigating 
the  possibility  of  transporting  the  refuse  to  Exeter  for  incineration. 

The  Surveyor  investigated  both  possibilities  and  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  costs  were  very  high  an'-<  probably  prohibitive.  A further  possibility 
was  however  considered;  replacement  of  the  small  bulldozer,  which  was 
in  any  case  due  for  expensive  overhaul  and  part  replacement,  with  a more 
powerful  one  equipped  with  a bucket.  After  seeing  a demonstration  of  the 
machine  on  site,  which  showed  that  it  was  capable  of  moving  large  amounts 
of  refuse  and  cover  with  a minimum  of  spillage,  it  was  agreed  to  purchase. 

The  machine  has  been  working  at  the  tip  for  some  time  with  noticeable 
improvement  in  conditions,  but  the  winter  weather  creates  very  difficult 
problems  in  that  the  only  covering  material  available  is  spoil  from  the 
banks,  making  the  surface  very  muddy.  The  situation  should  be  a good 
deal  easier  after  the  winter  and  it  is  hoped  that  a satisfactory  arrangement 
can  be  arrived  at.  It  may,  however,  prove  necessary  to  import  suitable 
covering  material. 

Diseases  of  Animals 

Only  two  licensed  premises  remain  in  the  district  and  conditions  at 
both  were  satisfactory. 

Caravans 

Apart  from  the  two  temporary  sites  for  one  caravan  each  which 
ceased  to  be  used  during  the  year,  the  number  of  licensed  caravans  in  the 
district  remains  as  before: 


Number  of  Caravans 
Licensed 

Dunscombe  Manor  Farm,  Salcombe  Regis  ...  58 

Thorn  Farm,  Salcombe  Regis  ...  50 

Slade  Farm,  Salcombe  Regis  ...  9 

At  Dunscombe  Manor  site  the  scheme  to  provide  modern  caravans 
with  amenities  connected  to  a drainage  system  was  extended,  and  during  the 
year  twenty-two  vans  with  their  own  amenities  were  in  use. 

At  Slade  Farm  the  proposed  amenity  block  was  completed  and  nine 
caravans  were  stationed  on  the  site  in  the  late  part  of  the  season. 

All  licensed  sites  were  visited  at  regular  intervals  during  the  season 
and  conditions  were  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory. 

Pests 

Rodent  control  work  proceeded  normally;  the  number  of  properties 
surveyed  for  rats  and  mice  being  178,  of  which  165  were  found  to  have  some 
evidence  of  infestation  and  were  therefore  treated. 
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This  is  an  increase  over  the  number  dealt  with  in  the  previous  year 
but  it  is  not  thought  to  be  in  any  way  significant  since  numbers  fluctuate 
considerably  from  year  to  year.  In  the  great  majority  of  cases  infestations 
were  of  a minor  nature. 

The  sewer  system  was  test-baited  early  in  the  year  with  negative 

result. 

In  addition  to  rodent  control  work,  the  operator  carried  out  various 
insect  treatments  which  included  cockroaches  and  cluster  flies.  He  had 
a particularly  busy  summer  dealing  with  the  very  numerous  requests  to 
destroy  wasp  nests. 

Petroleum 

Two  premises  licensed  for  storage  of  petroleum  ceased  to  be  used 
for  that  purpose  and  the  number  of  licences  in  effect  at  31st  December  1970 
was  twenty- six. 

A considerable  number  of  visits  were  made  to  some  of  the  older 
premises  where  works  had  been  required  in  consequence  of  adoption  of 
the  new  Model  Code.  With  the  exception  of  a few  matters  which  have  been 
unavoidably  delayed,  all  requirements  have  been  met. 

At  one  premises,  in  conjunction  with  extensive  structural 
alterations,  the  licensee  put  in  a new  petrol  installation  up  to  Model  Code 
standards.  This  was  a great  improvement  since  it  replaced  a most 
unsuitable  arrangement  of  tanks  and  pumps  inside  the  building. 

Explosives 

Eleven  shops  were  registered  for  keeping  fireworks. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 

Appendix  'B'  gives  details  of  the  number  of  premises,  employees, 
etc.,  information  which  is  supplied  to  the  Ministry  of  Employment  in  an 
annual  report. 

Factories  Act  1961 

The  number  of  factories  registered  at  31st  December  1970  was  46 
mechanical  and  13  non-mechanical.  Visits  made  were  twelve  and  two 
respectively;  no  notices  being  served. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 

Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations  1963 

There  are  no  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district  and 
no  samples  were  taken  for  the  Alpha  Amylase  test. 

Unsound  Food 

Details  of  food  voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed 
are  given  in  Appendix  'C'. 
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Section  16  - Registration  of  Premises 

The  number  of  premises  registered  for  cooked,  preserved 
food,  etc.,  remained  at  eighteen. 

Ice  Cream 


The  total  number  of  premises  registered  at  31st 
December  1970  was  thirty-eight,  three  having  been  added  since  last  year 
and  one  cancelled.  Apart  from  one  registered  for  manufacture  of  cold 
mix,  all  were  for  storage  only. 

Four  samples  were  taken  for  Methylene  Blue  test,  one 
of  which  proved  to  be  bad,  giving  a Grade  4 result.  This  was  almost 
certainly  due  to  inadequate  hygiene  of  serving  utensils,  and  the  necessary 
advice  was  given  to  the  retailer  concerned. 

Food  Complaints 

Complaints  were  received  during  the  year  concerning  a 
variety  of  matters  as  follows: 

A nail  in  a tin  of  meat 

Fermenting  Yoghourt 

Alleged  dirt  in  a milk  bottle  which  later  proved  to  be 
a firework  burn 

'Off  sandwiches 

A large  moth  wing  in  a carton  of  Yoghourt 

Mouldy  sausages. 

With  the  exception  of  the  last  complaint  all  were  dealt  with  informally. 

In  the  case  of  the  mouldy  sausages,  there  had  been 
several  previous  occurrences  in  the  shop  concerned,  and  this  was  taken  into 
account  in  the  Council  deciding  to  prosecute.  This  resulted  in  a fine  of  £5 
and  £10.50  costs. 

Milk  and  Dairies 

Seven  farmers  in  the  district  are  milk  producer / retailers 
and  four  supply  small  quantities  by  consent.  Apart  from  these,  all  milk 
supplied  in  the  district  came  from  an  Exeter  depot,  and  no  problems  arose. 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  I960 

Appendix  'D'  gives  detailed  information  on  premises 
subject  to  the  Regulations,  including  number  of  visits  made.  Of  all  the 
department's  functions  this  was  by  far  the  most  time  consuming  and  will 
no  doubt  remain  so.  The  great  majority  of  food  premises  in  the  district 
were  maintained  at  a satisfactory  standard,  but,  inevitably,  there  were 
some  where  in  order  to  ensure  this  frequent  visits  were  necessary.  The 
hygiene  of  food  premises  really  reflects  the  personal  standards  of  the  people 
concerned,  and  these  few  cases  illustrate  that  these  are  not  always  what 
they  might  be. 

In  the  case  of  one  catering  premises,  it  was  necessary  to 
take  proceedings  for  contravention  of  the  Regulations,  and  the  Company 
concerned  pleaded  guilty  to  the  nine  charges  brought  and  were  fined  a total 
of  £110  plus  £21  costs. 

The  preparations  for  the  proceedings  again  brought  home 
the  fact  that  where  premises  have  become  unsatisfactory  and  contraventions 
of  the  Regulations  arise,  the  legal  procedure  involved  islong  drawn  out  and 
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tortuous.  I think  that  the  remedy  for  this  and  other  weaknesses  of  the  law 
relating  to  food  hygiene,  lies  in  a system  of  licensing  or  registration  of 
premises  where  the  licence  can  be  withdrawn  at  short  notice  if  necessary. 
This  would  however,  require  a radical  change  in  the  law,  the  possibility 
of  which  seems  extremely  remote. 

Slaughter  of  Poultry  Act  1967 

This  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  of  January  1970, 
and  responsibility  for  its  implementation  was  given  to  this  department. 

Although  it  is,  of  course,  concerned  with  prevention  of 
cruelty,  there  were  public  health  connections  concerned  with  hygiene  of 
poultry  to  be  sold  for  human  consumption. 

From  local  knowledge  and  enquiry  it  was  found  that 
twelve  farmers  were  possibly  subject  to  the  Act,  although  in  most  cases  only 
small  numbers  of  poultry  were  killed  at  Christmas  time. 

Most  of  the  places  concerned  were  visited  when  killing 
and  preparation  were  in  progress,  and  advice  on  the  Act  was  given  as 
necessary. 

The  visits  were  certainly  useful  from  the  food  hygiene 
point  of  view  in  bringing  to  light  some  places  where  conditions  left  something 
to  be  desired  and  which  will  obviously  require  attention  in  the  future. 

Housing 

Action  taken  under  the  Housing  Act  1957  was  confined  to  dealing  with 
the  few  individual  dwellings  which  came  to  our  notice  either  as  a result  of 
complaint  or  during  the  course  of  other  duties,  details  of  which  are  as 
follows : 

Four  houses  which  were  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not  capable 
of  being  made  fit  at  reasonable  expense,  were  considered  by  the  Council 
following  the  re-housing  of  tenants  where  necessary.  In  all  four  cases  the 
owners  submitted  Undertakings  which  were  accepted. 

In  the  case  of  one  house,  authority  was  given  by  the  Council  for 
service  of  a Section  9 Notice  requiring  remedy  of  dampness.  A scheme  was 
prepared  by  the  owner  to  deal  with  the  defect  together  with  improvement  of 
the  property  generally  and  provision  of  amenities  with  the  help  of  an 
improvement  grant. 

There  were  nine  applications  for  Qualification  Certificates  under 
the  1969  Housing  Act  which  enables  landlords  to  change  controlled  rents  to 
'fair'  rents  where  houses  are  in  good  repair  and  provided  with  all  the 
standard  amenities. 

In  the  case  of  one  house  the  qualifying  conditions  were  not  met,  and 
the  application  was  therefore  refused.  In  four  cases  certificates  were  issued 
after  certain  minor  defects  had  been  attended  to,  and  in  the  remaining  four, 
issue  of  certificates  was  postponed  pending  completion  of  certain  minor 
works. 
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Improvement  Grants 

Appendix  'E'  gives  details  of  the  number  of  grants  dealt 
with  during  the  year  together  with  information  on  improvement  of  council 
houses  and  on  new  dwellings  and  conversions. 

With  completion  of  the  remaining  flats  at  Knowle,  all 
twenty-five  were  available  for  letting. 

Continuing  the  programme  of  modernisation  of  older 
council  houses,  the  Surveyor  went  ahead  with  the  scheme  at  Orchard  Close. 
Schemes  were  also  prepared  and  approved  for  the  modernisation  of  five 
flats  at  Manstone  Avenue.  The  Surveyor  is  in  the  process  of  preparing 
schemes  for  Pathwhorlands;  Hillside,  Sidbury;  and  Hillside,  Salcombe 
Regis.  • 

As  the  figures  in  Appendix  'E'  show,  the  1969  Act 
provisions  certainly  stimulated  interest  in  grants  for  improvement  of 
private  dwellings. 

The  Council  re-considered  their  general  policy  in 
respect  of  discretionary  grants  which  was  defined  as  follows: 

In  the  case  of  all  Standard  Grants,  Discretionary 
Grants  for  improvement,  and  Discretionary  Grants  for  conversion 
of  houses  of  an  unsatisfactory  size  providing  not  more  than  three 
units  with  a maximum  grant  of  £2,  000  subject  to  compliance  with 
the  statutory  conditions,  the  Public  Health  Inspector  be  authorised 
to  approve  applications  subject  to  reporting  progress  to  the 
Committee  from  time  to  time  and  in  cases  of  doubt  consulting  the 
Clerk. 

All  other  applications  for  Discretionary  Grants 
satisfying  the  statutory  conditions  be  reported  to  the  Public  Health, 
Highways  and  Housing  Committee  for  consideration  and 
recommendation  to  the  Council. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Council  continue  to  be  authorised 
to  sign  and  issue  decision  notices. 

Nuisances 

Complaints  covering  the  usual  range  were  received  from  time  to 
time  and  necessitated  a considerable  number  of  visits.  All  were  dealt  with 
on  an  informal  basis,  although  in  one  case  of  complaints  arising  from  a 
small  factory  in  the  town,  the  Council  authorised  formal  procedure  to  be 
taken  if  necessary.  The  Company  were  able  to  take  action  to  mitigate  the 
nuisance  and  later  found  alternative  premises. 

Public  Conveniences 

The  general  condition  of  the  public  conveniences  was  maintained  at 
a good  level.  The  extensive  renovation  of  the  Port  Royal  lavatories,  and 
provision  of  facilities  for  disabled  people,  was  completed  in  the  early 
summer  and  resulted  in  a vast  improvement. 


J.  FEE 

Public  Health  Inspector 
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Appendix  'A* 

Private  Water  Supplies 
Salcombe  Regis  - 

Properties  connected  to  spring 

Harcombe  - 

Properties  connected  to  main  Village  supply 
Other  small  supplies  or  wells  

Fortescue  - 

Properties  connected  

Other  properties  in  outlying  areas  with  own  private 

supplies  


Total 


8 

8 

10 

39 

72 

137 


Appendix  'B* 

The  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 

(a)  Registrations  and  General  Inspections  - 

Number  of 
Registered 
Premises 


Total  number 

receiving 

of  premises 

general 

registered 

inspection 

Class  of  Premises 

at  31 . 1 2. 70 

1970 

•••  •••  ••• 

50 

10 

Retail  Shops  

1 14 

41 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses  . . . 
Catering  establishments  open  to  the 

2 

1 

public.  Canteens 

19 

8 

Fuel  storage  Depots  

1 

1 

Totals 

186 

61 

(b)  Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  140 

(c)  Analysis  of  Persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises 

Number  of 

Class  of  Workplace  Persons  employed 

C^ffices  •••  •••  •••  •••  229 

Retail  Shops  •••  •••  •••  480 

Wholesale  departments,  Warehouses  20 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  84 

^3anteens  •••  •••  •••  ~ 

Fuel  storage  depots  13 


Total  826 

Males  342 

Females  484 
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Appendix  'C 
Unsound  Food  - 1970 

Examined  and  condemned  on  Voluntary  Surrender  for  Destruction  - 


(a)  Meat  at  Retail  shops 

lbs. 

232i 

(b)  Cooked  Meat  and  Meat  products 

- 

(c)  Canned  Meats  

70 

(d)  Fish  

107 

(e)  Fruit  and  Vegetables 

110 

(f)  Other  foods  

46 

Total 

565i  lbs 

Appendix  'D* 

Number  of  Food  Premises  and  Visits  1970 


Number  of 
Premises 


Licensed  Hotels  

Private  Hotels  

Guest  Houses  

Restaurants  and  Cafes  

Fish  and  Chip  Shops  

Butchers  

Bakers  and  Confectioners  

Fishmongers  

Grocers  and  General  Provisions 
School  Canteens  and  Boarding  Schools 

Greengrocers  

Public  Houses  (excluding  Hotels  with  licences) 
Market  (Butcher:  two  Greengrocers) 

Poultry  Preparation  Premises 


20 

23 

62 

23 

2 

13 

8 

3 

29* 

6 

11 

17 

3^ 

12 


Number  of 
Visits 

45 

30 

12 

70 

4 

25 

19 

10 

77 

6 

6 

3 

2 

14 


* Includes  eleven  registered  as  dairies 
X Stalls 
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Appendix  *E* 

Housing 

(1)  Improvement  Grants 

(The  summaries  show  the  progress  made  from  1959»  when  the 
Standard  Grant  Scheme  started,  to  31st  December,  1970) 

(a)  Discretionary  Grants 

Applications,  approvals  and  Grants  paid  under  Section  30 
of  the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1958  - 

Completions  and  Grants  Paid 


Applications 

Dwellings 

Grants 

Year 

Received 

Approved 

Completed 

Paid 

f 

1959-6 

1 

22 

19 

20 

5,  190 

1962 

13 

13 

8 

2,  388 

1963 

4 

6 

7 

2,  616 

1964 

11 

11 

14 

4,  534 

1965 

6 

6 

8 

2,  651 

1966 

6 

4 

6 

1,  995 

1967 

5 

5 

3 

1,  200 

1968 

1 

2 

2 

800 

1969 

5 

1 

5 

1,  670 

1970 

14 

15 

6 

5.  427 

Totals 

§1 

82 

79 

£ 28.  471 

Modernisation  of  Council 

Houses 

Improvements  complete  at 

3 1 st  December,  1970 

Location 

Number  of 

houses 

Sid  Park 

I^03,cl  • • • • • 

• 

30 

A rcot  Park  

• 

46 

Manstone  Avenue 

• 

186 

Orchard 

0/  •• 

• 

9 

271 

(b)  Standard 

Grants 

Applications,  Approvals,  and  Grants  paid  under  the 

Housing  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959  - 

Completions 

and  Grants  Paid; 

Applications 

and  Standard  Amenities  installed 

Dwelling  Wash 

F ood 

Piped 

Re- 

App- 

Com- 

Fixed  hand 

Hot 

Water  Stor- 

Water  Grant 

Year 

ceived 

roved  pleted 

Bath  basin 

water 

Closet  age 

Supply  Sink  paid 

r 

1959- 

-61  48 

48 

36 

33  36 

35 

1 1 14 

- 3,  249 

1962 

17 

11 

7 

7 7 

6 

6 5 

902 

1963 

19 

16 

18 

16  16 

16 

9 8 

- 1,570 

1964 

10 

8 

13 

7 11 

1 1 

9 7 

- 1,104 

1965 

15 

16 

10 

9 10 

10 

7 7 

- 1,104 

1966 

6 

5 

7 

6 6 

7 

5 4 

758 

1967 

7 

8 

7 

5 5 

5 

4 2 

1 - 931 

1968 

1 1 

1 1 

10 

10  10 

10 

9 7 

- 1,  358 

1969 

7 

4 

4 

2 2 

3 

2 3 

317 

1970 

12 

14 

13 

10  1 1 

12 

10 

5 2,  035 

Totals  152 

141 

125 

105  114 

115 

72  57 

1 5 £13,  328 
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(2)  Building  Programme 
Rate  of  Building  and  Conversions  - 1961/70 


Year 

Type 

By  Local 

By  Others 

Totals 

Grand 

Authority 

Total 

1961 

Houses 

18  (Flats) 

23 

41 

Bungalows 

- 

52 

52 

Conversions 

- 

8 

8 

101 

1962 

Houses 

76  (6  Flats) 

32  (4  Flats) 

108 

Bungalows 

- 

60 

60 

Conversions 

- 

9 

9 

177 

1963 

Houses 

9 (Flats) 

9 (1  Flat) 

18 

Bungalows 

- 

46 

46 

Conversions 

- 

12 

12 

76 

1964 

Houses 

8 (Flats) 

12 

20 

Bungalows 

- 

63 

63 

Conversions 

- 

26 

26 

109 

1965 

Houses 

4 (Flats) 

23  (14  Flats) 

27 

Bungalows 

- 

112 

112 

Conversions 

- 

7 

7 

146 

1966 

Houses 

6 (4  Flats) 

18  (10  Flats) 

24 

Bungalows 

- 

92 

92 

Conversions 

- 

- 

- 

116 

1967 

Houses 

2 

20  (5  Flats) 

22 

Bungalows 

- 

49 

49 

Conversions 

- 

11 

11 

82 

1968 

Houses 

- 

28 

28 

Bungalows 

14 

74 

88 

Conversions 

- 

18 

18 

134 

1969 

Houses 

20  (15  Flats) 

39  (24  Flats) 

59 

Bungalows 

2 

63 

65 

Conversions 

- 

7 

7 

131 

1970 

Houses 

39  (2  Flats) 

15  (8  Flats) 

54 

Bungalows 

- 

47 

47 

Conversions 

25 

10 

35 

136 

Totals 

Houses 

182 

219 

401 

Bungalows 

16 

658 

674 

Conve  rsions 

25 

108 

133 

1,208 
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HONITON  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Area 

Population 

Number  of  Parishes.  . . . 

Rateable  Value 

Penny  Rate  produces.  . . 
General  Rate  levied  . . . , 

Deaths 


61,  260  acres 
7,  780 
22 

£195,  321 
£765 
10s. 


1969  37  males,  42  females  79 

Death  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  10.4 

Comparability  factor  0.  92 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9. 6 

1970  43  males,  46  females  89 

Death  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  11.4 

Comparability  factor  0.  91 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  10.4 

Live  Births 

1969  57  males,  66  females  123 

6 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included 

in  the  above  total  of  ...  . 123 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  16. 2 

Comparability  factor  1.17 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  19.00 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  ...  5.  00 

1970  76  males,  61  females  137 

6 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included 

in  the  above  total  of  137 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  17.6 

Comparability  factor  1.17 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  20.  6 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  ...  4.  00 

Still  Births 

1969  0 still  births  were  registered  (0  illegitimate) 0 

Total  live  and  still  births  123 

Rate  per  1,  000  total  (live  and  still)  births  nil 

1970  1 still  birth  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  1 

Total  live  and  still  births  138 

Rate  per  1,  000  total  (live  and  still)births  7.  00 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

1969  2 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate) 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births  

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  legitimate  live  births 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  illegitimate  live  births 

1970  3 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate) 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births  

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  legitimate  live  births 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  illegitimate  live  births 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

1969  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate) 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births  ... 
Maternal  deaths  

1970  2 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate) 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births  ... 
Maternal  deaths  

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age 

1969  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate) 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births  . 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births 

1970  2 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate) 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births  . 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births  ... 

Deaths 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were: 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine  

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  

Leukaemia  

Other  malignant  neoplasms  

Diabetes  mellitus  

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system  

Hypertensive  disease  

Ischaemic  heart  disease  

Other  forms  of  heart  disease  

Cerebrovascular  disease  

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  

Influenza  

Pneumonia  

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  

Peptic  ulcer  

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia  

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  


2 

16.  00 
17.  00 
nil 
3 

22.  00 
23.  00 
nil 


0 

nil 

nil 

2 

15.  00 
nil 


0 

nil 

nil 

2 

15.  00 
22.  00 


1 

4 

4 

7 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

21 

4 
10 

4 
1 

5 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
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other  diseases,  genito-urinary  system  ... 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc.  ... 

All  other  accidents  (other  than  motor  vehicle  accidents) 
Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries  ... 


Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
Water  Supplies 

Public 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Board  began  a mains  renewal 
scheme  in  Dunkeswell  village,  the  former  wartime  2"  asbestos  cement  and 
2"  and  l|-"  galvanised  pipes  being  replaced  with  4"  iron  and  P.  V.  C. 

The  amount  of  water  available  to  consumers  in  this  village  is 
now  fully  taken  up  and  the  agreement  with  the  North  Devon  Water  Board  to 
increase  the  existing  amount  to  75,  000  gallons  per  day  is  not  yet  final. 

A new  pump  was  installed  at  the  Sheldon  Pumping  Station. 

Further  extensions  to  existing  mains  were  carried  out  at 
Branscombe  and  Feniton  to  serve  estate  developments. 

The  spring  supply  at  Weston  serving  Branscombe  and  Salcombe 
has  been  taken  out  of  service  and  replaced  with  water  from  the  Dotton  Borehole. 

Routine  sampling  for  quality  and  cleansing  of  existing  mains 
by  swabbing  have  been  conducted  in  the  Rural  District  Council  area. 

Private 


Forty- six  bacteriological  samples  were  taken  from  twenty-one 
sources  and  fifteen  were  found  to  be  fit  for  drinking.  Of  the  remaining  six, 
three  had  alternative  fit  private  supplies,  and  two  had  a public  water  main 
readily  available. 

The  remaining  unfit  supply,  a well  serving  two  Council  houses 
at  Fortfield,  Wick,  Luppitt,  presented  extreme  difficulties.  A foul  drain 
was  found  to  be  fractured  and  polluting  the  well,  but  when  this  was  detected 
and  replaced,  and  the  immediate  effects  of  pumping  and  chlorinating  had 
passed,  the  well  was  again  found  to  suffer  a fluctuating  degree  of  pollution. 
Nearby  sources  were  sampled  but  they  proved  to  be  similarly  affected. 

Thus  water  has  had  to  be  carried  in  tanks  to  these  houses  and  an  urgent 
request  made  to  the  Water  Board  to  consider  extending  their  main. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  village  scheme  at  Dulford  was  commenced  in  January  and 
completed  in  July.  After  some  "teething"  troubles  with  the  pumping  station, 
the  pumps  and  sewage  works  are  operating  efficiently  and  produce  an 
excellent  effluent. 

At  Branscombe,  tentative  agreement  was  reached  with  the  National 
Trust  for  the  necessary  land  for  the  sewage  works  and  the  design  preparations 
are  proceeding.  It  is  hoped  to  let  this  contract  during  the  summer  of  1971. 

The  proposed  sewerage  scheme  for  Monkton  has  run  into  difficulties 
over  the  choice  of  land  for  the  works.  The  best  site  would  be  cut  off  from 
the  village  by  the  by-pass  if  it  is  constructed,  and  thus  make  access  to  it 
difficult:  whereas  the  second  choice  of  site  - which  would  be  unaffected 
by  the  by-pass  - is  hotly  opposed  by  the  owner.  Thus  the  Council  needs  to 
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know  whether  the  by-pass  will  in  fact  be  built,  and  continual  pressure  on 
the  Ministry  of  Transport  has  failed  to  produce  an  answer.  The  by-pass 
will  form  part  of  a new  road  from  Honiton  to  the  Somerset  boundary  at  Marsh, 
and  until  the  line  of  this  is  settled,  no-one  can  say  whether  it  will  include 
the  former  proposed  by-pass  or  not.  A final  decision  on  the  subject  was 
postponed  from  the  early  autumn  to  November  1970,  and  then  again  postponed 
until  some  time  in  the  late  summer  of  1971. 

The  scheme  proposed  for  Awliscombe  should  have  been  under  way  in 
the  summer  of  1971  but  the  Council  requested  that  consideration  be  given  to 
replacing  the  disposal  works  with  a pumping  station  and  discharging,  with 
the  Borough  Council's  agreement,  to  their  town  disposal  works,  and  this 
matter  is  proceeding. 

Of  the  existing  disposal  works,  all  the  modern  installations  are, 
almost  always,  producing  better  effluents  than  Royal  Commission  standards, 
but  some  of  the  older  works,  which  are  probably  overloaded,  are  causing 
concern,  and  will  be  the  subject  of  a survey  and  report  to  the  Council  so 
that  I can  draw  up  a programme  of  improvements. 

Refuse  Collection 


The  fortnightly  collection  of  refuse  throughout  the  area  was 
satisfactorily  carried  out. 

The  request  for  a weekly  collection  at  Feniton  was  not  approved  by 
the  Council  but  it  was  agreed  to  reconsider  the  point  early  in  1971  so  that, 
if  approved,  allowance  could  be  made  in  the  financial  estimates  for  the 
following  year. 

Special  collections  of  household  refuse  were  made  as  normally,  and 
several  abandoned  motor  cars  were  also  discharged  to  the  tip. 


Factories  Act  1961 


Premises 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
(without  power) 
Section  7 (with  power) 
Other  premises  (Section  7) 


Number  on 
Register 

2 

25 

7 


Number  of 
Inspections 

2 

8 

7 


Number  of  Occupiers 
Notices  Prosecuted 


35 


17 


There  were  no  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Outworkers 


Ten  outworkers  (wearing  apparel)  were  registered. 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 

Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Number  of 
premises 

Total  number 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving 
a general 

registered 

of  registered 

inspection 

during  the 

premises  at 

during  the 

Class  of  premises 

year 

end  of  year 

year 

flC  6S  •••  •••  ••• 

1 

1 

Retail  shops  

1 

2 

2 

Wholesale  shops.  Warehouses 

- 

- 

- 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public 

13 

12 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

- 

- 

1 

16 

15 

— 

— 

— 

Analysis  by  Workplace 

of  Persons  e 

mployed  in  Registered  Premises 

at  end  of  year 

Class  of  workplace 

No. 

of  persons  employed 

Offices  

2 

Retail  shops  

3 

Wholesale  departments.  Warehouses 

• • • • • 

- 

Catering  establishments  open 

to  the  public  . 

• • • • • 

91 

Canteens  

- 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

Total 

Total  Males 

96 

33 

Total  Females 

63 

Exemptions  - nil  Prosecutions  - nil 

Housing 

Private 

During  the  year  96  dwellings  were  completed  by  private 

developers. 

Council 

A terrace  of  six  at  Branscombe  and  a pair  of  old  people's 
bungalows  at  Gittisham  were  commenced. 

Improvement  Grants 

Improvement  Grants  for  four  dwellings,  totalling  £2,  037, 
were  paid  and  six  were  approved. 
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StanHarH  Grants  for  sixteen  dwellings,  totalling  £3,891,  were 
paid  and  twenty-six  were  approved. 

Housing  Acts  1957  and  1969 

Inspections  were  made  of  seven  dwellings.  Formal  action  was 
necessary  as  a result  in  five  of  these  cases  which  led  to  one  Demolition 
Order,  one  Closing  Order,  and  three  undertakings  not  to  use  for  human 
habitation  unless  rendered  fit. 

Repairs  were  effected  in  thirty-four  other  dwellings  by 
procedures  other  than  under  the  Housing  Acts. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949  - Rodent  Control 

Type  of  Property 

Non-Agricultural  Agricultural 


Number  of  properties  in  district  3,  339 

Total  number  of  properties  (including  nearby 
premises)  inspected  following 

notification  79 

Number  infested  by  (i)  rats  63 

(ii)  mice  2 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected  for 

rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons  other 
than  notification  48 

Number  infested  by  (i)  rats  10 

(ii)  mice  1 


801 

14 

5 


3 

1 


Out  of  a total  of  350  sewer  manholes,  50  were  test-baited.  There 
were  no  takes. 


Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts  1928  and  1936 

One  new  installation  was  tested  and  approved  for  licensing. 

It  is  my  intention  during  1971  to  require  full  compliance  with  the  new 
licensing  conditions  in  the  forty-five  licensed  storage  installations  in  the  area. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 

Unsound  Food 

Two  3-lb.  tins  of  cooked  chicken  were  voluntarily  surrendered 

and  destroyed. 

Two  complaints  of  unfit  food  were  received.  Meat  at  a school 
and  a Dundee  cake  were  both  alleged  to  be  unfit,  but  in  both  cases  there  was 
insufficient  evidence  to  warrant  condemnation  of  the  foods. 

Ice  Cream 

Twenty-five  shops  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 
One  sample  was  taken  and  found  to  be  Grade  I. 
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Brucellosis 


Twenty-two  samples  were  taken  from  five  farms.  Two 
positives  were  recorded  - both  from  the  same  farm. 

Food  Hygiene 

Eight  inspections  of  food  premises  were  made  and  minor 
contraventions  were  dealt  with  informally. 

Food  Poisoning 

Investigations  at  Farway  School  were  carried  out  following 
reports  of  illness  in  children  and  the  staff.  No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were 
confirmed. 

Environmental  Health 

Public  Health  Act  1936 

Forty-eight  visits  were  made  as  the  result  of  thirty  complaints 

as  follows: 


Animals  1 

Insect  pests  2 

hioise  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accumulations  6 

Drainage  19 

Premises  1 


Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order  1957 

There  are  two  licensed  swill-boilers  in  the  area  and  there  is  no 
evidence  that  either  is  failing  to  function  correctly. 

Caravans  and  Camping 

In  connection  with  (i)  the  annual  survey  of  sites;  (ii)  site  licence 
compliance;  and  (iii)  unauthorised  caravans;  thirty-three  visits  were  made. 


J.D.  HOPGOOD,  A.R.I.C.S.,  M.R.S.H 
Public  Health  Inspector 


HONITON  BOROUGH 


Area 3,  1 25  acres 

Population 6,  080 

Rateable  Value £248,  850 

Penny  Rate  produces £970 

General  Rate  levied 11 /8d. 


Deaths 


1969  31  males,  41  females  72 

Death  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  11.7 

Comparability  factor  0.61 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  7.  1 

1970  35  males,  60  females  95 

Death  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  15.6 

Comparability  factor  0.  58 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  9.  00 

Live  Births 

1969  63  males,  50  females  113 

8 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included 

in  the  above  total  of  113 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  18.3 

Comparability  factor  1.01 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  18.5 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  7.  00 

1970  42  males,  56  females  98 

3 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included 

in  the  above  total  of  98 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  16.1 

Comparability  factor  1.16 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  18.7 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  3.  00 

Still  Births 

1969  0 still  births  were  registered  (0  illegitimate) 0 

Total  live  and  still  births  113 

Rate  per  1,  000  total  (live  and  still)  births  nil 

1970  2 still  births  were  registered  (0  illegitimate) 2 

Total  live  and  still  births  100 

Rate  per  1,  000  total  (live  and  still)  births  20.  00 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

1969  3 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  3 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births  27.00 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  legitimate  live  births  29.  00 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  illegitimate  live  births  nil 

1970  4 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  4 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births  41.00 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  legitimate  live  births  42.  00 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  illegitimate  live  births  nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

1969  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  0 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births  . . . nil 

Maternal  deaths  nil 

1970  3 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  3 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births  . . . 31.  00 

Maternal  deaths  nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age 

1969  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  0 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births  nil 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births  . . . nil 

1970  2 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  2 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births  20.  00 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births  . . . 40.  00 

Deaths 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were: 

Malignant  neoplasm,  oesophagus  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine  4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 2 

Other  malignant  neoplasms  3 

Anaemias  1 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system  4 

Hypertensive  disease  3 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  20 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease  3 

Cerebrovascular  disease  26 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 6 

Influenza  8 

Pneumonia  3 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  3 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  1 

Congenital  anomalies  2 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc 1 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  1 

All  other  accidents  1 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries  1 

95 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 


Housing 

During  the  year  the  Council  built  a four- storey  block  of  flats, 
giving  28  dwellings,  and  twenty  private  houses  were  built.  Two  houses  were 
made  fit  following  informal  action,  and  two  houses  were  demolished  to 
improve  a road  junction. 

The  following  visits  and  inspections  were  carried  out: 

(i)  Housing  inspections  in  connection  with  the 

Council's  Housing  Points  Scheme. 19 

(ii)  Premises  inspected  under  Section  9 1 

(iii)  Standard  Grant  applications  8 

(iv)  Improvement  Grant  applications  9 

(v)  Routine  housing  inspections  82 

(vi)  Visits  in  connection  with  schedules  of  work 

to  make  premises  fit  for  habitation  ...  12 

(vii)  Premises  made  fit  following  submission  of 

schedules  3 

(viii)  Council  house  inspections  nil 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

The  department  became  aware  of  one  house  which  had  been 
converted  to  multiple  occupation.  This  was  inspected  and  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

Mortgage  Facilities  and  Improvement  Grants 

The  Council  have  continued  to  offer  Mortgage  and  Improvement 
Grant  facilities*  and  I set  out  below  a table  showing  Grants  and  Mortgages 
made  during  1970: 


Number  of 
applications 

Number 

approved 

Number 

refused 

Value 

£ 

Standard  Grants 

4 

4 

766 

Improvement  Grants 

4 

4 

- 

2,  135 

Loans  on  Repairs 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Mortgages 

6 

4 

2 

11, 250 

Caravans  and  Camping 

Caravanning  and  camping  in  the  Borough  continues  to  consist 
in  the  main  of  58  residential  caravans  and  38  holiday  caravans  or  tents  at 
Lower  Northcote  Farm.  Both  sites  have  been  maintained  in  a satisfactory 
manner.  The  Motel  site,  which  was  given  planning  consent  some  years  ago, 
has  still  to  be  developed.  Whilst  there  have  been  few  problems  within  the 
Borough  associated  with  persons'  touring  caravans  and  tents,  I feel  sure  if 
and  when  the  Motel  site,  with  its  associated  car-parking,  public  conveniences, 
and  touring  caravans  and  tent  accommodation,  is  established,  it  will  be  of 
benefit  to  the  area  generally. 
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Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  none  in  the  Borough  . 

Old  People's  Accommodation 

The  Housing  Committee  continue  to  give  priority  to  the 
provision  of  accommodation  for  elderly  people.  During  the  year  Custance 
House  flats  have  been  completed  and  this  has  made  available  18  units  of 
accommodation  for  elderly  people,  with  10  associated  units  for  younger 
people.  Unfortunately  land  acquisition  problems  has  not  made  it  possible 
for  the  Committee  to  proceed  with  the  Orchard  Way  scheme,  which  again  is 
primarily  designed  to  accommodate  elderly  people.  This  delay  has  in  turn 
delayed  the  Abbeyfield  project. 

The  necessary  preliminary  work  is  under  way  in  connection  with 
a further  site  in  the  centre  of  the  town  for  the  provision  of  old  persons' 
accommodation.  It  is  thought  that  the  development  will  be  in  association  with 
a further  old  persons'  Home  to  be  provided  by  the  Devon  County  Council. 

General 

The  rate  of  building  in  the  private  enterprise  sector  is  slow 
but  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  a site  for  119  houses  is  now  ready  for 
development.  There  is  adequate  land  in  the  Borough  for  considerable  housing 
development,  the  Borough  having  succeeded  in  extending  the  town  map. 

Steps  are  being  taken  to  make  sewage  disposal  facilities  available. 

The  standard  of  housing  in  the  town  is  generally  very  good. 


Public  Health 

Water  Supply  (Public) 

The  water  supply  provided  by  the  East  Devon  Water  Board,  the 
statutory  undertakers,  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity, 
and  pressures  have  been  satisfactory. 

Number  of  dwellings  served  from  the  Water  Board's  mains  - 1,891 

Number  of  population  supplied: 

(a)  Direct  to  the  houses  6,  061 

(b)  By  means  of  stand  pipes  19 

Water  Supply  (Private) 

Eighteen  visits  have  been  made  in  connection  with  private 
water  supplies  during  the  year.  With  one  notable  exception  informal  action 
has  resulted  in  a satisfactory  supply  being  obtained.  Formal  action  has 
been  authorised  by  the  Council  in  the  one  outstanding  case. 

Bathing  Facilities 

During  the  past  year  the  department  has  played  an  active  part 
in  the  running  of  the  Swimming  Pool  by  giving  technical  advice  and  assistance 
to  the  Swimming  Pool  Trustees.  A member  of  the  outdoor  staff  carried  out 
the  duties  of  Pool  Attendant  and  during  the  year  obtained  his  life-saving 
qualifications. 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

It  is  extremely  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  position 
this  year  is  considerably  improved  from  last  year.  In  conjunction  with  the 
newly  appointed  Consultants  the  Council  authorised  me  to  carry  out  certain 
experiments  and  minor  improvements  to  the  works.  This  has  resulted  in 
an  effluent  being  discharged  into  the  River  Otter  at  Royal  Commission 
Standard  and  in  accordance  with  the  Council's  "consent  to  discharge" 
agreement  with  the  Devon  River  Authority.  Active  steps,  which  seem  likely 
to  be  successful,  are  being  taken  to  provide  additional  accommodation  at  the 
disposal  works  on  a short  term  basis,  to  allow  the  town  to  implement  its 
present  expansion  policy  and  so  gain  the  time  required  to  make  an  accurate 
appraisal  of  sewage  treatment  requirements  and  carry  out  the  necessary 
design  and  construction  programme.  Authorisation  has  been  received  to 
replace  the  main  sewer  and  discussions  at  Officer  level  have  taken  place 
with  the  Ministry,  the  Devon  River  Authority,  and  the  Planning  Authority, 
with  a view  to  enlarging  the  works,  in  accordance  with  the  council's 
instructions  to  accommodate  a population  of  12,  000  people  together  with 
the  associated  trade  effluent.  The  filtrate  water  referred  to  last  year  is 
no  longer  being  discharged  onto  the  adjoining  field.  A lagoon  has  been  dug, 
with  the  agreement  of  the  River  Authority,  in  the  now  disused  refuse  tip 
and  the  filtrate  is  being  absorbed  by  the  old  refuse.  This  is  of  course  a 
short  term  remedy  but  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  prove  sufficient  until  the 
enlarged  works  are  in  operation.  One  of  the  results  of  this  new  method  of 
treating  the  filtrate  water  is  that  the  adjoining  field  is  recovering  from  the 
saturation  of  the  last  several  years  and  is  available  for  tertiary  treatment 
to  the  effluent  should  this  prove  necessary.  The  Council  have  agreed  in 
principle  to  accept  the  drainage  from  Awliscombe  at  the  enlarged  works 
should  the  Rural  District  Council  so  wish. 

Public  Conveniences 

Vandalism  has  been  worse  than  that  experienced  previously. 
The  police  apprehended  the  culprits  on  two  occasions. 

The  Council  have  decided  that  the  use  of  the  Conveniences  in 
the  town  shall  be  free. 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Food)  Order  1957 

There  are  no  licences  in  force  in  the  area,  and  at  the  time 
of  the  fowl  pest  outbreaks  the  department  made  a careful  search  to  ensure 
that  no  unlicensed  persons  were  handling  waste  food. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Once  again  the  three  men  employed  on  the  collection  service 
are  to  be  congratulated  in  that  only  three  complaints  were  received  during 
the  year  under  review  and  these  were  of  a minor  nature.  Refuse  is  still 
disposed  of  at  the  Sidmouth  Urban  District  Council's  tip  at  Knapp  Copse. 

The  time  has  come  when  a larger  lorry  is  necessary  to  provide  an  adequate 
service  in  the  town,  and  provision  should  be  made  in  the  coming  financial 
year's  estimates  for  the  purchase  of  such  a lorry. 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act  1964 

There  is  one  registered  dealer. 
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Factories  Act  1961 


Premises 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 
3,  4 and  6 are  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

Factories  not  included  in  above 
in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 


Number  on 
Register 


3 


40 

3 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found: 


Number  of 
Inspections 


1 


24 

2 


Referred 
to  H.  M. 

Particulars  Found  Remedied  Inspector 
(1)  (2)  (3)  (4) 

Want  of  cleanliness 

(S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.  2)  - 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.  3)  - 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.  4)  - 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.  6)  - - 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  (S.  7) 

(a)  Insufficient  - - 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  2 - 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  - - 

Other  offences 

against  the  Act  - - 

Sections  133  and  1 34  - Outworkers 


Referred 
by  H.  M. 
Inspector 

(5) 


I 


Section  133 

Number  of 

outworkers 

Number  of 

Section  1 34 

in  August 

cases  of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

list  re- 

default 

prosecutions 

instances 

quired  by 

in  sending 

for  failure 

of  work  in 

Nature 

Section  133 

lists  to 

to  supply 

unwholesome 

of  work 

(1)  (c) 

the  Council 

lists 

premises 

W earing 

apparel  23 

Making  nets 

■ 

other  than 

wire 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Number  of 
Notices 


nil 


nil 

nil 


Number  of  cases 
in  which  pros- 
ecutions 
were  instituted 
(6) 


Notices  Prose- 
served  cutions 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 


No  applications  for  exemptions  were  received.  The  tables  set 
out  below  show  the  number  of  inspections,  visits,  etc.,  made  by  the 
department: 


Table  A - Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  premises 

Offices  

Retail  Shops  

Wholesale  Shops 
Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public. 

Canteens  

Fuel  storage  depots  . . . 


Number  of 
premises 
newly  regis- 
tered during 
the  year 


Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

24 

53 


Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving 
one  or  more 
general 
inspections 
during  the 
year 

1 

10 


84 


12 


Table  B - Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  (including  General 
Inspections)  to  Registered  Premises  - 31 

Table  C - Analysis  by  Workplace  of  Persons  employed  in 
Registered  Premises  at  end  of  year; 

Class  of  Workplace  Number  of  persons  employed 


Offices  116 

Retail  Shops  254 

Wholesale  departments.  Warehouses  

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  ...  59 

Canteens  

Fuel  storage  depots 


429 

Total  Males  1 86 

Total  Females  243 

No  formal  action  has  been  necessary.  In  the  few  instances 
where  premises  have  not  complied  with  the  Act,  informal  action  has 
produced  the  necessary  result. 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act  1956 

There  remain  33  farms  in  the  Borough.  No  cases  are  known 
where  the  Act  is  not  complied  with. 

Petroleum 

All  licensed  premises  were  reinspected  during  the  year  and 
where  necessary  informal  action  was  taken  to  ensure  compliance  with  the 
Model  Code  of  Practice. 


Twenty-six  licences  were  reissued  and  one  new  licence  issued. 
One  licence  was  not  renewed,  the  tank  being  filled  with  sand  and  the  pipe 
lines  removed.  One  licence  is  now  in  being  for  "Self-service". 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949 

Thirty-six  visits  were  made  to  non-agricultural  premises  and 
three  visits  to  agricultural  premises  for  the  purpose  of  survey.  Twenty 
complaints  were  received  during  the  year  in  respect  of  either  rat  or  mouse 
infestation.  All  these  have  been  successfully  dealt  with  on  a rechargeable 
basis  by  the  Council's  Rodent  Operator. 

Following  10%  test  baiting,  the  sewers  were  found  to  be  free 

of  infestation. 

Fireworks 

Seven  premises  were  licensed  to  store  and  sell  fireworks. 

In  all  cases  conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Three  premises  are 
registered  for  the  keeping  of  mixed  explosives. 

Safety  of  Buildings 

Three  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  reported  danger 

from  buildings. 

Trade  Effluent 

Eight  visits  were  made  to  trade  premises  regarding  trade 

effluent. 

Odours 


Two  visits  were  made  following  complaints  of  foul  smells 
emanating  from  deep  litter  houses.  No  action  was  taken  as  on  each  visit 
the  smell  was  not  such  as  to  be  classed  as  a nuisance. 

Derelict  Cars 

There  were  only  three  cases  of  vehicles  being  abandoned  in 
the  Borough.  In  each  case  the  car  was  disposed  of,  the  owner  traced  and 
recharged  with  the  Council's  cost. 

Floods 


We  still  await  the  report  of  the  Devon  River  Authority  on  the 
proposed  flood  alleviation  scheme.  As  it  became  obvious  during  the  year  that 
the  scheme  could  perhaps  be  several  years  off,  the  necessary  steps  were 
taken  to  cover  with  concrete  the  exposed  section  of  trunk  sewer  mentioned 
last  year.  The  weirs  at  Targets  Lane  and  Roundball  Lane  have  now  been 
replaced,  with  the  result  that  the  river  bed  has  dropped  very  materially; 
thus  the  flood  plain  is  very  different  from  what  it  was  in  past  years.  This 
has  resulted  in  quantities  of  shale  being  washed  down  by  the  river  and 
deposited  by  the  railway  archway,  which  fortunately  is  a most  convenient 
place  from  which  to  remove  it.  The  shale  has  been  used  as  hardcore. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 

Those  persons  in  the  various  food  trades  in  the  Borough  have 
continued  to  set  a very  good  standard.  This  has  been  revealed  during  the 
number  of  routine  inspections  which  have  been  made.  Once  again  no  formal 
action  has  been  necessary  but  in  four  cases  informal  action  was  taken. 

The  following  premises  are  registered: 

For  the  preparation  and  manufacture  of  sausages, 

pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  foods 12 

For  the  sale  of  ice  cream  23 

For  the  sale  and  manufacture  of  ice  cream  ...  2 

Meat  Inspection 

One  of  the  major  duties  of  the  department  in  the  Public  Health 
field  is  that  carried  out  at  the  two  local  slaughterhouses.  Asa  result  of 
the  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  animals  being  slaughtered  the 
Council  appointed  a full-time  Meat  Inspector. 

Table  of  Kill  figures.  Inspection  figures  and  Unsound  Meat 


Sheep  and 

Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Pigs 

Lambs 

Number  killed 

2,  551 

51 

58 

29,  036 

18,  124 

Number  inspected 

2,  551 

51 

58 

29,  036 

18,  124 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

and  Cysticercosis: 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

4 

18 

15 

290 

31 

Part  carcases  condemned 

6 

7 

4 

1 1 1 

28 

Offal  condemned  . . . 

632 

58 

46 

4,  371 

2,  049 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  by  a 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticercosis  . . . 

24.  7% 

47.05% 

25.  8% 

15.  02% 

11.3% 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Part  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

45 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  by 
Tuberculosis 

0.  15% 

Cysticercosis  only: 
Localised  

3 

1 

Comparison  Table 

1969  and  1970 

1969 

1970 

Difference 

Cattle  . . . 

1,983 

2,  602 

3 1 . 2%  increase 

Calves  . . . 

74 

58 

21 . 6%  dec rease 

Pigs 

18,986 

29,  036 

52. 9%  increase 

Sheep  and 

Lambs  12,  613 

18,  124 

43. 6%  increase 

Total  Kill 

33,  656 

49,  82) 

48. 2%  increase 
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Percentage  of  Carcases  totally  Condemned 


• • • • • • 

0. 

1% 

0 O^V  S • • • • • • 

35. 

3% 

• • • • • • 

25. 

9% 

Pigs  

1. 

0% 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

0. 

2% 

The  standard  of  carcase  passing  through  the  slaughterhouses 
continues  to  be  high;  this  is  borne  out  by  the  "Percentage  of  Carcases 
totally  Condemned"  table.  It  is  only  in  the  case  of  cows  and  calves  where  the 
figure  is  high,  and  generally  speaking  these  two  classes  of  animal  come  to  the 
slaughterhouses  as  casualties. 

With  the  advent  of  greater  popularity  of  deep  freeze  products, 
there  are  now  two  rooms  used  as  cutting  and  packing  rooms  and  quite 
considerable  quantities  of  meat  are  leaving  one  slaughterhouse  ready  for 
deep  freeze  customers. 


Meat  and  Offal  voluntarily  surrendered  from  two  Abattoirs 


Carcase  Meat 

Offal 

lbs. 

lbs. 

d/  attle  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

6,  002 

7,  588 

Cov^s  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2,  375 

907 

dy  alv  es  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

749 

145 

Pigs  and  Sows  

26,  942 

16,  235 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

1,  645 

4,  204 

Total  Carcase  Meat  condemned 

Total  offal  condemned 

16.8  tons 

12.9  tons 

Poultry  Inspection 

There  are  no  poultry  premises  within  the  district. 

Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations  1967 

There  are  no  premises  used  for  liquid  egg  processing  within 

the  Borough. 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  I960 

Category  of  Food  Premises  Number  of  premises 

Hotels,  Clubs  and  Licensed  Premises 
Restaurants  and  Cafes 
Canteens 
Bakeries 
Butchers 
Dairies 
Fishmongers 
Fried  Fish  Shops 
Grocers 
Confectioners 
Mobile  Shops 


13 

7 

3 

7 

8 
2 
2 
9 

10 

3 


54 


Unsound  Food  surrendered  or  condemned: 

Canned  Meats  31  lbs.  Fresh  Fish  84  lbs 

Other  Canned  Foods  193  lbs.  Other  Foods  350  lbs 

Total  658  lbs.  (or  5 cwt.  7 stone) 

Conclusion 

I take  the  opportunity  of  thanking  my  staff  for  their  help  and 
assistance  during  the  year. 


A.  J.  C.  NEX,  M.A.P.H.I. 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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OTTERY  ST.  MARY  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Area 10,  008  acres 

Population 5,  960 

Rateable  Value  £231,  443 

Penny  Rate  produces £ 932 

General  rate  levied 11/lOd. 


Deaths 

1969  38  males,  36  females  74 

Death  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  12.8 

Comparability  factor  0.  64 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  8.2 

1970  33  males,  43  females  76 

Death  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  1 2.  8 

Comparability  factor  0.  57 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  7.  3 

Live  Births 

1969  44  males,  53  females  97 

7 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included 

in  the  above  total  of  97 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  16.8 

Comparability  factor  1.44 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  24.  2 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  ...  7.  00 

1970  52  males,  36  females  88 

10  illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included 

in  the  above  total  of  88 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  14.8 

Comparability  factor  1.50 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  22.  2 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  ...  11. 00 

Still  Births 

1969  1 still  birth  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  1 

Total  live  and  still  births  98.  00 

Rate  per  1,  000  total  (live  and  still)  births  10.00 

1970  2 still  births  were  registered  (0  illegitimate) 2 

Total  live  and  still  births  90 

Rate  per  1,  000  total  (live  and  still)  births  22.00 
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1969 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 


0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births  

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  legitimate  live  births 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  illegitimate  live  births 

1970  1 death  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births  

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  legitimate  live  births 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  illegitimate  live  births 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

1969  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  ... 
Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births 
Maternal  deaths 

1970  1 death  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  ... 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births 
Maternal  deaths 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age 

1969  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births 

1970  1 death  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births 


0 

nil 

nil 

nil 

1 

11. 00 
13.  00 
nil 


0 

nil 

nil 

1 

1 1. 00 
nil 


0 

nil 

10.  00 
1 

11.  00 
33.  00' 


Deaths 


The  chief  causes  of  death  were: 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 

Malignant  neoplasm,  prostate 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 

Other  endocrine  etc.  diseases 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

Hypertensive  disease 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

Other  diseases,  genito-urinary  system 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc. 

Symptoms  and  ill  defined  conditions 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 


3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

25 

5 

9 

5 

6 
5 
3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 


76 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 

The  following  tables  are  drawn  up  to  show  as  concisely  as  possible 
the  work  of  the  Council's  Public  Health  Department,  and  where  necessary  they 
are  amplified  by  brief  summaries. 

Following  the  introduction  of  recent  legislation  which  gave  owners  of 
sub-standard  houses  increased  incentives  to  improve  their  property,  it  is 
encouraging  to  note  in  Table  VIII,  that  the  number  of  applications  for  grants 
has  increased.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Council  will  be  permitted  to  carry 
out  the  various  sewerage  schemes  that  have  been  prepared.  The  districts 
involved  are  already  well  supplied  with  mains  water,  and  this  will  further 
encourage  property  owners  to  provide  modern  amenities  and  so  raise  the 
standard  of  our  more  'rural'  homes. 


I am  indebted  to  the  Council,  my  colleagues  in  other  departments,  and 
the  Exeter  Public  Health  Laboratory,  for  their  support  and  co-operation  during 
the  year. 

A list  of  legislation,  official  circulars  and  reports  affecting  the  work 
of  the  department,  which  were  issued  during  1970,  is  given  below. 

Table  I Legislation  1970 

Acts 

1970  CH.  3 Food  and  Drugs  (Milk)  Act  1970 

CH.  32  Riding  Establishments  Act  1970 


Statutory  Instruments 


Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food 


1970  No.  94 
No.  328 
No.  725 
No.  1101 

No.  1102 
No.  1172 
No.  1370 
No.  1392 


The  Cheese  Regulations  1970 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  (Amendment)  Regulations  1970 
The  Cream  Regulations  1970 

The  Emulsifiers  & Stabilisers  in  Food  (Amendment) 
Regulations  1970 

The  Colouring  Matter  in  Food  (Amendment)  Regulations  1970 
Food  Hygiene  (General  Regulations  1970 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Approved  Disinfectants)  Order  1970 
Diseases  of  Animals  (Miscellaneous  Fees)  Order  1970 


Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 


1970  No.  109 
No.  199 
No.  807 
No.  1335 


The  Building  (Fifth  Amendment)  Regulations  1970 
The  Caravan  Sites  Act  1968  (Part  II)  (Commencement)  Order  1970 
The  Smoke  Control  Areas  (Authorised  Fuels)  Regulations  1970 
The  Building  (Sixth  Amendment)  Regulations  1970 


Circulars 

Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food 

F.S.H.  2/70  The  Meat  (Sterilization)  Regulations  1969 

F.  S.  H.  4/70  Milk  & Dairies  (General)  Regulations  1959  - Approved 

Chemical  Agents 
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Ministry  of  Housing  & Local  Government 


7/70 

10/70 

12/70 

15/70 

38/70 

41/70 

42/70 

44/70 

50/70 

61/70 

69/70 

73/70 

79/70 


Standard  Tests  for  Effluents  - Fish  Toxicity 
Public  Health  Act  1961  - Building  Regulations 
Storm  Overflows  and  Disposal  of  Storm  Sewage 
Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1970 

Gipsy  Encampments  - Part  II  of  the  Caravan  Sites  Act  1968 
Conversion  of  Coke  Burning  Heating  Appliances 

Clean  Air  Act  1956  - The  Smoke  Control  Areas  (Authorised  Fuel) 
Regulations  1970 
Clean  Rivers 

Building  Research  Station  Advisory  Service 
Condensation  in  Dwellings 
Disposal  of  Toxic  Wastes 

Public  Health  Act  1961  - Building  Regulations 
Housing  Act  1969  - House  Improvement  and  Repair 


Reports 

Disposal  of  Toxic  Wastes  (M.H.L.  G.) 

Disposal  of  Plastic  Wastes  (The  Staudinger  Report) 

Storm  Overflows  and  the  Disposal  of  Storm  Sewage  (M.H.  L.  G.  ) 


Table  II  Public  Health  Inspections  in  the  District 


Dwelling  Houses 

97 

Pests 

21 

Water  Supply 

35 

Caravans 

4 

Food  Premises 

81 

Noise  Abatement 

2 

Slaughterhouses 

23 

Petroleum 

67 

Milk  and  Dairies 

2 

Offices,  Shops  & 

Bakehouses 

4 

Railway  Premises 

Act  41 

Factories 

12 

Hairdressers 

2 

Drainage  and  Sewage 

156 

Food  & Drugs 

6 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

2 

Animal  Boarding 

Infectious  Diseases 

4 

Establishments 

4 

Total 

563 

Of  the  total  number  of  visits  practically  one  third  were  made 
in  connection  with  either  food  or  drink,  excluding  meat  inspection;  if  the 
latter  is  included  the  figure  reaches  nearly  50%.  This  continuing  trend  in 
public  health  work  in  this  country  follows  closely  the  pattern  which  has  been 
observed  in  Western  Europe  and  North  America  over  the  last  decade. 

Water  Supplies 

Mains  water  supplied  by  the  East  Devon  Water  Board  has  continued  to 
be  satisfactory  and  has  been  available  and  connected  to  all  new  dwellings 
constructed  during  the  year. 

The  Council  housing  estate  at  Alfington,  consisting  of  ten  dwellings, 
continues  to  be  served  by  the  nearby  borehole.  All  samples  taken  from  this 
source  have  proved  satisfactory. 
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Twenty-two  bacteriological  water  samples  were  taken  during  the  year 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  Exeter.  Advice  was  given 
to  householders  served  by  polluted  supplies. 

Following  a complaint  from  a local  resident  regarding  bad  tasting 
water  investigation  revealed  that  the  drinking  water  was  obtained  from  the 
roof  tank  and  not  from  the  rising  main.  This  system  is  thought  to  be  present 
in  many  of  the  older  houses  in  the  town,  and  is  a relic  of  the  old  water  supply, 
where  inadequate  head  made  a rising  main  impracticable.  The  drinking  water 
in  such  houses  is  always  open  to  contamination  and  therefore  this  arrangement 


is  most  unsatisfactory. 

Table  III 

Number  of  dwellings  served  by  mains  water 1797 

Estimated  Population  5429 

Number  of  dwellings  served  by  private  wells  or  springs  227 

Estimated  Population  531 


Clean  Air  Act  1956  - Atmospheric  Pollution 

The  administration  of  the  above  Act  involves  very  little  work  in  this 
district.  Complaints  were  all  concerned  with  "the  neighbour's  bonfire". 

Only  one  informal  notice  was  served  in  an  attempt  to  abate  this  particularly 
'difficult'  nuisance. 

Two  notifications  were  received  regarding  the  installation  of  boilers 
of  a capacity  in  excess  of  55,  000  B.  T.  U's  per  hour. 

Noise  Abatement  Act  I960  - Noise  Abatement 

Another  Act  which  involved  a small  number  of  visits.  Again  all  were 
"bad  neighbour"  complaints.  One  informal  notice  was  served. 

Table  IV 
Caravan  Sites 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act 

Number  of  Residential  Caravan  Sites 4 

Total  Number  of  Caravans  18 

No  problems  have  arisen  regarding  the  use  of  the  four  licensed  sites. 
Use  of  an  unlicensed  caravan  site  was  reported  and  the  necessary  action  taken. 

The  lay-bys  on  the  A 30  Holiday  Route  are  being  increasingly  used  for 
night  halts,  but  nuisance  from  them  is  only  minimal.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
proposal  of  a Night  Halt  at  Fenny  Bridges  will  materialize  and  a reduction 
in  these  temporary  sites  will  be  apparent. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949 

Sixty  complaints  of  rats  and  one  complaint  of  mice  were  received  by 
the  department.  All  infestations  were  satisfactorily  completed. 

The  continued  use  of  a made  up  poison  based  on  the  anti-coagulent 
coumatetryl  has  proved  successful.  No  bait  shyness  has  been  experienced. 
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in  fact  the  opposite  has  been  the  case.  In  one  instance,  on  re-inspection, 
the  bait  was  found  to  be  covered.  This  very  rare  occurrence  is  attributed 
to  pure  selfish  greed  and  indicates  the  intelligence  and  cunning  of  the  common 
rat.  One  authority,  following  the  failure  of  the  cordon  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  Warfarin  resistance,  goes  so  far  as  to  say  "The  subtle  and 
persistent  rat  was  the  master  of  the  situation  from  the  start,  ....  the  rat  - 
by  reason  of  its  fecundity  and  adaptability  is  the  owner  of  our  environment.  " 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  my  Rodent  Operative 
for  his  continued  excellent  service. 

Petroleum  Administration 

Number  of  Licensed  Premises  ...  19 

Number  of  Commercial  Installations  ...  8 

Number  of  Private  Installations  ...  11 

Total  quantity  of  fuel  stores  35,  050  gallons 

No  new  premises  were  licensed. 

Informal  action  was  taken  in  nineteen  instances  in  order  to  secure 
compliance  with  the  Regulations  and  Bye-Laws  in  force  throughout  the 
district. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 

Slaughterhouses 

The  following  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  during  1970  - 

1.  K.  R.  & L.  J.  Retter,  6 Broad  Street,  Ottery  St.  Mary 

2.  A.  E.  Ebdon,  4 Cornhill,  Ottery  St.  Mary 

3.  P.  J.  Hayman,  54  Mill  Street,  Ottery  St.  Mary 

Following  the  annual  inspection  of  the  above,  informal  notices  were 
served  to  remedy  such  defects  as  lighting,  water  supply,  and  general 
construction.  All  works  were  satisfactorily  carried  out  without  the  need 
for  formal  action  and  the  premises  were  re-licensed. 

After  consultation  with  the  respective  butchers,  the  Council  were 
able  to  formulate  an  agreement  regarding  the  hours  of  slaughter  and 
inspection  without  having  to  initiate  any  action  under  the  Meat  Inspection 
(Amendment)  Regulations  1966. 
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Table  V 


Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  surrendered  in  whole  or  in  part  - 


Cattle 

excluding 

cows  Cows  Calves 


Sheep 

and 

Lambs 


Number  killed  536  3 12  1,  299 

Number  not  inspected  ...  - - - 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cysticercosis: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  - - 2 2 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  - - - 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  ...  - - - 

Cysticercosis  only: 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  2 - - 

Carcases  submitted  to 

refrigeration  ...  - - - 

Carcases  generalised  and 

totally  condemned  ...  - - - 


Pigs 
1,  027 


3 


4 


Table  VI  Surrendered  Foodstuffs 

cwts. 

lbs 

1. 

Carcase  Meat 

3 

17 

2. 

Offal 

15 

20 

3. 

Cooked  Meat  and  Meat  Products 

- 

5 

4. 

Canned  Meat 

- 

15 

5. 

Other  Foods 

20 

Total 


18  77 


The  quality  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  district  continues  to  be  of  a 
high  standard. 

Liver  fluke  in  cattle  constituted  a large  percentage  of  surrendered 
offal,  although  there  were  fewer  cases  than  in  1969. 

With  the  increased  use  of  barley  for  feeding,  the  incidence  of  abscessed 
livers  in  cattle  has  risen. 

One  case  of  lymphatic  leukaemia  in  a pig  was  found.  This  physiological 
disorder  is,  however,  very  raife  in  the  food  animals. 
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Housing  Act  1 957 


Table  VII 


Houses  Demolished  during  the  year 

Number  of  houses  demolished  nil 

Persons  displaced  nil 

Families  displaced  ...  nil 

Unfit  Houses  closed  during  the  year 

Number  of  houses  5 

Persons  displaced  9 

Families  displaced  3 

Unfit  Houses  made  fit  during  the  year 

By  informal  action  2 

By  formal  action  1 

» 

The  houses  included  above  fall  far  below  the  standard  listed  in 
Section  4 of  the  above  Act.  In  all  cases,  however,  the  properties  were 
structurally  sound  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  all  will  be  re -conditioned  and 
provide  satisfactory  housing  units  in  keeping  with  the  character  of  the  town. 


Housing  Act  1969  Table  VIII 

Standard  Grants 

Number  of  applications  received.  . . 
Number  approved 
Grants  approved 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 

Table  IX 


Number  of 
premise  s 
registered 
during  the 

Class  of  Premises  year 

f fx  ces  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Retail  Shops  3 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses  ... 

Catering  establishments  

3 


. . . 16 

11 

. . .£2,  052 


Total  No.  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of  the 
year 

12 

36 

4 

7 

59 
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Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  registered  premises: 

Class  of  Workplace  No.  of  persons  employed 


Offices  43 

Retail  Shops  121 

Wholesale  departments,  Warehouses  ...  14 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  17 

Canteens  

Fuel  storage  depots  

Total  195 

Total  Males  72 

Total  Females  123 


I am  pleased  to  report  that  there  was  no  cause  to  take  any  formal 
action  under  the  above  Act,  and  that  no  accidents  were  reported  during  the 
year. 


P.  J.  C.  WALKER 
Public  Health  Inspector 
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Report  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  on  Sewage  Disposal  and  Refuse 
Disposal 

Sewage  Disposal 

The  West  Hill  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  is  continuing  satisfactorily. 
Phase  I is  expected  to  be  completed  by  July  1971,  and  thereafter 
connections  to  the  public  sewer  will  be  available  for  those  properties 
which  are  at  present  served  by  septic  tank  drainage. 

The  Devon  River  Authority  have  taken  samples  of  the  effluent 
from  the  Town  Works  and  at  Tipton  St.  John  during  the  year,  the  results 
of  which  were  generally  satisfactory. 

It  was  recognised  by  the  Council  that  the  Town  Works  was  working 
to  its  design  capacity  and  consequently  an  embargo  has  been  made  on  all 
new  development  in  the  Town  Area  until  Phase  II  of  the  West  Hill  scheme 
has  been  completed. 

Refuse  Disposal 

The  collection  of  house  and  trade  refuse  has  been  maintained 
throughout  the  town  and  country  areas.  A new  compression  type  vehicle 
has  been  ordered  with  the  view  to  weekly  collection  throughout  the 
whole  district. 

The  reclamation  of  a disused  clay  pit  by  semi -controlled  tipping 
has  continued  satisfactorily. 


D.  S.  BURTENSHAW 
Engine r and  Surveyor 
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SEATON  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Area 1,  1 78  acres 

Population 4,  000 

Rateable  Value £252,  171 

Penny  Rate  produces £ 985 

General  Rate  levied 15s. 


Deaths 

1969  37  males,  46  females  83 

Death  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  21. 1 

Comparability  factor  0.43 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population 9.  1 

1970  38  males,  49  females  87 

Death  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  22.  00 

Comparability  factor  0.  39 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population 8.6 

Live  Births 

1969  23  males,  20  females  43 

2 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included 

in  the  above  total  of  43 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  10.9 

Comparability  factor  1.64 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population 17.9 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  5.  00 

1970  20  males,  15  females  35 

3 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included 

in  the  above  total  of  35 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  8.  8 

Comparability  factor  1.79 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population 15.8 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  9.  00 

Still  Births 

1969  1 still  birth  was  registered  (0  illegitimate) 1 

Total  live  and  still  births 44 

Rate  per  1,  000  total  (live  and  still)  births  23.00 

1970  1 still  birth  was  registered  (0  illegitimate) 1 

Total  live  and  still  births 36 

Rate  per  1,  000  total  (live  and  still)  births  28.00 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 


1969  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  

Infant  mortality  rate  per  I,  000  live  births 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  legitimate  live  births  . 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  illegitimate  live  births 

1970  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  legitimate  live  births  . 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  illegitimate  live  births 


0 

nil 

nil 

nil 

0 

nil 

nil 

nil 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

1969  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  ... 
Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births 
Maternal  deaths 

1970  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  ... 
Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births 
Maternal  deaths 


0 

nil 

nil 

0 

nil 

nil 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  I week  of  age 

1969  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births 

1970  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births 


0 

nil 

23.  00 
0 
nil 

28.  00 


Deaths 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were: 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine  3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  prostate  3 

Leukaemia  1 

Other  malignant  neoplasms  2 

Diabetes  mellitus  1 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 2 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 1 

Hypertensive  disease  3 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  26 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease  4 

Cerebrovascular  disease  17 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  4 

Pneumonia  9 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  1 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 1 

All  other  accidents  (other  than  motor  vehicle  accidents) 2 


87 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 


As  your  part-time  Public  Health  Inspector  I report  as  follows: 

Public  Health  Inspections  or  Visits  (not  otherwise  noted  under 
particular  headings): 


Routine  inspections  48 

Caravan  sites  8 

Nuisance  from  smoke,  smell,  noisy  animals, 

etc  •••  •••  •••  •••  41 

Pet  Shops  5 

Explosives  Act  - shops  storing  fireworks  7 

Sewers  and  drains  3 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and  unsound  food  47 

Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles 

Regulations  2 

Insect  pests  and  vermin  9 

Petroleum  Regulations  - Stores  12 

Infectious  disease  contacts  1 

Public  Toilets  7 

Rodent  control  32 

School  premises  1 

Housing  grant  inspections  20 

Means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  16 

Housing  inspections  35 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 

Table  A - Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  premises 

C^ffices  •••  ••• 

Retail  Shops  

Wholesale  shops  and  Warehouses 
Catering  establishments  open  to 

the  public  

Fuel  storage  depots 


Number  of 

Number  of 
registered 

premises 

Total  number 

premises 

newly  regis- 

of  registered 

receiving 

tered  during 

premises  at 

visits  during 

the  year 

end  of  year 

the  year 

2 

27 

7 

- 

60 

15 

19 

12 

- 

3 

1 

2 

109  * 

35 

3 premises  no  longer  coming  under  the  Act. 

of  all  kinds  (including  general 

inspections)  - 45. 
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Table  C - Analysis  by  Workplace  of  Persons  employed  in 
Registered  Premises  at  end  of  year 


Number  of  persons  employed 


Class  of  workplace 

Male 

Female 

Offices  • 

71 

54 

Retail  Shops  

80 

138 

Wholesale  departments,  Warehouses  . . . 

- 

- 

Catering  establishments  open  to  public 

26 

65 

Canteens  • 

- 

- 

Fuel  storage  depots 

10 

1 

187 

258 

Excemptions;  Nil 

A ccidents 

One  was  reported.  The  employee 

tripped  over  an 

obstacle  on 

the  shop  floor  and  injured  his  ankle. 

Factories  Act  1961 

Number  on 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Premises  register 

inspections 

notices 

Factories  in  which  mechanical 

power  is  not  used 2 

- 

- 

Factories  where  power  is  used  ...  20 

9 

- 

Other  premises  (including 

building  sites)  

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

22 

9 

- 

Two  informal  notices  were  served  in  respect  of  toilet 


accommodation. 


Sections  133  and  1 34  - Outworkers 

There  were  none  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Housing 

The  building  of  fourteen  three -bedroom  houses  and  thirty  two-bedroom 
flats  for  the  Council  to  the  rear  of  Powell  Close  was  commenced  during  the 
year  and  six  houses  were  finished. 

One  improvement  grant  application  was  agreed  during  the  year  and 
others  were  being  considered.  One  qualification  certificate  was  issued  and 
two  were  refused. 

A detailed  report  was  submitted  in  respect  of  two  large  properties 
which  it  was  thought  could  constitute  an  improvement  area  scheme,  i.  e. 
Laburnum  Place. 
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Common  Lodging  Houses 


There  are  none  in  the  Urban  District. 


Water  Supply 

No  samples  were  taken  by  this  department  as  the  East  Devon  Water 
Board  do  their  own  sampling  and  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations. 
So  far  as  is  known  the  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 
There  was  no  known  contamination.  All  dwellings  in  the  town  have  a piped 
supply  of  water  from  the  Board's  mains  direct  to  the  houses. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  sewage  and  storm  pumping  station  to  serve  Station  Road  was 
still  being  equipped  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  is  under  the  control  of  the  Surveyor 
and  proceeds  satisfactorily. 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  I960 

The  inspection  of  food  premises  continues.  Only  one  complaint  was 
received.  The  following  is  a revised  list  of  food  premises  subject  to  the 


above  Regulations: 

Type 

Fitted  to 
comply 
with 

Reg.  16 

Reg.  19 
applies 

Fitted  to 
comply 
with 

Reg.  19 

18  Restaurants  or  Cafes  

18 

18 

18 

35  Food  shops,  including  Chemists' 

and  sweet  shops  

35 

30 

30 

5 Food  service  kiosks  

5 

5 

5 

5 Hotels  (including  5 hotel  bars) 

5 

5 

5 

1 Large  Holiday  Camp  (^licensed  bar)  . . . 

1 

1 

1 

3 Public  Houses  

3 

3 

3 

4 Club  Bars  

4 

4 

4 

1 Motel  (with  residential  licence) 

1 

1 

1 

Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations  1967 

There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants 

or  poultry  p 

rocessing 

stations  in  the  district. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 

Six  certificates  for  food  voluntarily  surrendered  were  issued, 
mostly  in  respect  of  tinned  food.  One  complaint  was  received  in  regard  to 
unsound  food  or  drink  sold. 

Milk 

1 have  nothing  fresh  to  report. 
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Ice  Cream 


There  are  no  ice  cream  processing  plants  in  the  district. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949  - Rodent  Control 

The  Rodent  Operator  treated  59  premises  for  rats  or  mice.  The 
sewers  were  baited  in  doubtful  locations  but  no  rats  were  in  evidence. 

Infectious  Disease 

There  is  nothing  to  report. 

Petroleum  (Regulations)  Acts  1928  and  1936 

There  are  nine  petroleum  storage  premises  in  Seaton,  storing  a total 
of  34,  000  gallons  of  petroleum,  and  one  petroleum  mixture  store  for  95  gallons. 

Statutory  Nuisances 

Five  complaints  of  nuisances  were  investigated.  The  complaints  were 
of  smoke,  smell,  insanitary  premises  or  camping  sites  and  of  insect  pests. 

In  addition  other  nuisances  were  found  when  making  routine  inspections  and 
informal  action  was  taken. 

Caravans  and  Camping 

A count  carried  out  during  August  1970  by  the  Surveyor's  department 


showed  there  were  in  use: 

Residential  caravans  2 

Static  holiday  caravans  (including  3 

Fairground  caravans)  74 

Tourist  holiday  caravans 11 

Organised  tents  10 

Casual  tents  69 

Holiday  chalets  743 

Motel  chalets  19 

There  are  no  gipsy  camps  in  Seaton. 


Public  Health  Act  1936  - Section  60  - Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire 

My  activities  have  continued  under  this  heading,  and  one  Hotel  and 
three  Guest  Houses  have  been,  or  are  being,  provided  with  escape  facilities 
at  this  time;  also  certain  very  high  buildings  in  multiple  occupation  are 
being  surveyed  with  the  assistance  of  the  County  Fire  Prevention  Officer. 

Retirement 

This  is  my  twenty-third  and  final  Annual  Report  before  retirement  in 
July  1971. 


P.  R.  BRADLEY,  A.R.S.H. 
Public  Health  Inspector 
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